The Spi

The Newsletter of Maple Street Congregational Churc nited Church of Christ

December 2011

Pastor Kevi nos C 0 We ayag the birth of Jesus. In this time of rushing
to and fro, making special Christmas meals and

cookies, buying or making those special gifts for

Incarnation the one you love, traveling to visit family and
friends far and near, and missing those loved ones
You Have Come to Us who are not here with us this Christmas, an amaz-
So, Lord God, You have come to us. ing thing is happening.
You didn't wait for us to become good.
You didn't stay away until we searched for You. The world is reminding itself that God is with us.
You entered the world You made as .

So often in our daily lives we for-
get that this mysterious, simple
yet complex, Spirit is within the
world, within us. Our lives are so
filled with accomplishing, coming
and going, taking care of this and
that, and through it all trying to
have some control over who we
are and what we want to be. Of-
ten, it seems, the few times we
really experience God is during
some crisis in our lives--the death
of a loved one or friend, a serious
health issue of our own or some-
one close to us, or some kind of
family turmoil. Too often we only
turn to God when things get out
of control.

a creature,

so that You could enter the world of
our experience

and meet us where we are, as we
are.

And so, we know that as we pray,
You hear and You understand, and
You answer.

Come into our world again.

Bring Your peace and love and trust
And come into our lives, and those
of our loved ones again.

May we know in the depth of our
souls, today and every day,

that God is truly with us, no matter
what life brings.

) But, God is with us always, every
We welcome You and Your healing moment. Christmas reminds us

love into our world. that God is within the human soul. If the birth of
Amen. You Ha‘ée CometoUs  Christ symbolizes anything, it means that the great
Adapted, by Johnvan de Laar ,\knowable knows us well. (continued on page 2)
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(continued from page 1)

The story of the incarnation of God into the
human soul, which is what we celebrate this
time of year, reminds us that God is in the hu-
man condition--not some golden calf or new
toy. The Spirit, light, and life of God is within
you and me and our neighbors. Ultimately,
we are not just celebrating of the birth of a
special baby, we are reminding ourselves that
the Spirit of God is within your brother and sis-
ter, whether they be in your house or across
the ocean.

O Come, O Come, Emanuel. You are not
alone. You are loved beyond your wildest
imagination in every moment. Remember.
Give thanks. Merry Christmas!

d Pastor Kevin

Notes from Council

Pastor Kevin has asked that

show that 20% of the population attends
worship, and that 80% of youth drop out
of church by age 22.

Studies also show that 85% of churches
that grow partake in planning and vision-
ing, but that only 20% of churches actu-
ally do any planning. Contrary to what we
see in the news or may sense by observa-
tions, churches besides megaurches

can and do grow.

Congregations that grow have identified a
specific mission for themselves. Those
missions are identified by visioning and
are carried out by subsequent planning.

Visioning begins with discern-
ment, which is not polling, but
listening, intentionally, to wher
God is calling the church. Ina
church our size, the staff and 1

the Council and the church consider vision- 15 peop|e in |eadership roles perform the

ing as a way to sharpen our mission and
deepen our faith. So, at our regular No-
vember 1 meeting, the Council met with
the Reverend Paul Nickerson.

Rev. Nickerson is a former UCC minister
who consults with churches on visioning.

bulk of the visioning work. However, the
entire congregation intentionally supports
the work: committees and individuals en-
gage in studies of how visions influence
actions in the Bible, and a prayer team
specifically prays for the leadership team.
The leadership team provides frequent

He shared with us an interactive presenta- ypdates to the congregation and works to
tion on why and how churches embark on  form consensus for ideas and plans. Addi-

visioning journeys.

What is visioning, and
why do churches do
it? To grow, spiritually
and in size. The de-
Oft AYS 27F a/ KdzNDOK§
America is well documented. Statistics
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tionally, the leadership team participates
in disciplined prayer for their work.

The components of a discernment proc-
ess include the following, in this specific
order:

(continued on page 11)
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The Season of Advent

Sunday, November 27
The First Sunday of Advent

Theme: Hope

Begin Advent Candlelighting
Liturgy in Worship

Bring toiletries for Salem Mission

Bring a Christmas Card for Operation Troop Sup
Ecclesia Ministry

Common Cathedral

port

Sunday, December 11
The Third Sunday of Advent

Theme: Love

Begin Advent Candlelighting

Family Festival Worship Service
Christmas Pageant

Bring food for food collection
Mitten Tree: Bring new mittens!

Gift wrapping for Salem Mission

Sunday, December 4
The Second Sunday of Advent

Theme: Peace

Begin Advent Candlelighting

Sacrament of Holy Communion
and Childrenos

Bring toiletries for Salem Mission
Bring a Christmas Card for Operation Troop Sup

Advent Faiii After Church

Sunday, December 18
The Fourth Sunday of Advent

Theme: Joy

Begin Advent Candlelighting

Christmas Sunday

Service of Holly and Ivy

May you have a Blessed Christma:

U)

Christmas Eve, December 24
5:00 p.m. Family Worship

11:00 p.m. Candlelight and Carols

The Spire
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From Elsa Marshall and the anticipation of the return of Christ

: the King.Thus,Advent is far more than sim-
ply marking a 2,000 year old event in history.
It is celebrating a truth about God, the reve-
with people of faith of long ago lation of God in Christ. In this double focus
in words of long-ing, words of on past and future, Advent also symbolizes a

comfort, and words of hope for lives restored SPiritual journey as we again affirm that
as we wait expectantly. Advent is the begin- Crist has come, that Christ is present in

ning of the church year for most churches in the world today, and that Christ will come
the western tradition. Historically, the primary 29ain.That ancient acclamation of the church

sanctuary color of Advent iBurple. This is the 1S @n acknowledgment that provides a basis
color of penitence and fasting as well as the for Kingdom ethider holy living arising from
color of royalty to welcome the Advent of the @ Profound sense that we live "between the
KingThe nativity, the §mee andargcaliediobe githiylstewargss o
of Jesusd coming int@ftNW&akot Sdendi ushgedr
made flesh” and dwelling among us,istore- S0, as we c ebreakingaoe G
veal God and Godos g migirewith the Ingaggtionagd.aptigipate a
through Jesusd | ife aUlEInbreakngfo;whigh"allergatigniss |
emphasis, originally Advent was a time of pen@roaning,” we also professes our own re-
tence and fasting, much as the season of LengPOnsibility as a people commissioned to

and so shared the color of Lent. The peniten- 10ve the Lord your God with all your heart”

tial aspect of the Season has been almost to-and to "love your neighbor as yourselfThis

tally replaced by an emphasis on hope and arRlue time of waiting and reflection gives way

We are in the church season of
Advent and the church joins

ticipation. As a result, many Protestant to the white and gold of Christmas, filled
churches now use blue to distinguish the SeaWith words of joy, and a call to all creation
son of Advent fromLent Some churches to make a joyful noise come ol e g

useBlueto symbolize the night sky, the antici- ©0 God.  Spirit filled oy
pation of the impending announcement of the Scripture offersus
Kingds coming, and/ orwor‘fls@fa@'ry‘%q%nol
of Genesis, the beginning of a new creation. Stories of call and re-
sponse, and the words

With the focus on the advent or coming of ~ @nd work of Jesus as it guides us on the
Jesus, and anti ci pat iPahg ofbathsgagopsgdvent and Ghysk
advent, there is a mas.

need for preparation

= 3 ! for that coming. The Also during Advent we have in worship on

word Adventmeans  the chancel an Advent wreath. It is a circular
"coming" or "arrival." €vergreen wreath with five candles, four

The focus of the around the wreath and one in the center.

entire season is the  Thecircle of the wreathreminds us of God,

celebration of the Gododos eternal and end
birth of Jesus the Christ in the first Advent, (continued on page 5)
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(continued from page 4) defined as oO0Othe art of
Spa will offer some of the promises and

no beginning or end. Thgreen of the ~ challenges of our different living spiritual tra-
wreath speaks of the hope that we have in ditions. According to Craig Dykstra
God, the hope of newness and of re- "Christian practices are not activities we do

newal Candlessymbolize the light of God  to make something spiritual happen in our
coming into the world through the birth of  lives. Nor are they duties we undertake to
Jesus the Christ. The four outer candles  pe obedient to God. Rather, they are pat-
represent the period of waiting and antici- terns of communal action that create open-
pation during the four Sundays of Advent  ings in our lives where the grace, mercy, and
and the center candle is called the Christ presence of God may be made known to us.
candle. The light of the wreath grows They are places where the power of God is
brighter and brighter each week as we get experienced. In the end, these are not ulti-
closer to the cel ebrmatelyoarpraciides bdtgofng &f Partibipas t |
light of the world. tion in the [(Chratart i ce
practices are things Christian people do over
May Advent fill our hearts with these words time to address fundamental human needs in
written by Charl es Wsesghtdfyand ifréspomse to Gbdfs gréce
long expected Jesus, born to set thy peoplet o a | | creation throu
free, from our fears and sins release us, let pe offering in the weekly spa different spiri-
us find our rest i n tbllaRhgradtices every week i.@ntering
prayer, the labyrinth, Epiphany Mandalas,Visio
A merry and joy filled Christmas to each of Divina, Epiphany Prayer Beads and creating a

you! _ colorful prayer wall. Come and feed your
Shalom with love Elsa body, mind and spirit. Come and refresh and
enjoy.

Q\Q my Z

O
o) (o)
S ; 52; Eﬁ*l 5
Watch for the Epiphany Spiritual Spa

coming right after the first of the year. It Confirmation is offered every year for stu-
will be offered each week following wor-  dents who are sophomores in High School.
ship in the tunnel so that you can graba  Anyone who is interested and has not re-
cup of coffee and visit the spiritual spa be- cejved information regarding the sessions
fore going out into the world to be the please contact Elsa Marshall. Confirmation
Good News of Jesus Christ. Each week  sessions will be offered after the first of the
during Epiphany, the church season follow- year. The parent/confirmand informational

ing Christmas, a different spiritual practice meeting was Dec®%following worship.
will be offered. Spirituality has been

‘ E?Ei ﬁ“
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Deaconso in the Essex county area. Pleag.e let the board

\ of deacons know if you would like to be ap-
Bench pointed as a delegate to either the Confer-

& ence or the Association. We hope to make
Last spring the congregation the third appointment to each organization at
approved the junior deacons qyr December meeting.

program at a special meeting. In November

the board of deacons approved the processwe are still caring for our congregation

to implement that program. On November  through Call to Care. It is a wonderful way to

20,2011, at 11:30 am, after church, there  support our church members in need. If you

will be a training program for junior dea-  would like to be a part of this rewarding

cons in the Reception room and another  committee please contact the church or San-
one on November 28 at 7:00 pm. In De- dra Sears at 978749145,

cember, junior deacons will participate in
serving communion along with members of NOT|CE: Following Advent and Christmas
the board of deacons and former deacons \we are havin g a speci a

at the Sunday service.

Massachusetts Conference Watch for further news.

United Church of Christ (MCUCC) i Sandra Sears

>

V)

hanks “Ulo,

Essex Association i
: . To all of you who spent Wednesday nights
The board of deacons is seeking one churg '&rafting gnd prepar?ng ornaments a)llndg
member to be a delegate to the Massachu-g i fts collecting iftem

setts Conference and another person to b€l Traasures baking goodies for the bake
a delegate to the Essex Association. Current5|q peeli’ng apples, and making pies

delegates to the Conference are Norma baking cakes for the Cake Walk, donating
Gates and Sally Shannon. Current delegatég, the Brown Bag Auction, making gifts at

to the Association are Karen Kilty ar_1d ~ |home, setting up and cleaning up for the
Sharon Goss. Maple Street Church is enti- [gagn Supper, quilting beautiful treasures,
tled to three delegates. Delegates should donating and organizing jewelry, helping
attend the annual meeting of that organizaiyith announcements, painting faces, be-
tion, which is the case of the conference is Bnq a clown and helping with games, mak-
days in length In the Worcester  |ing Kissing Balls, singing, shopping and
area.The congregation also Spon- | praying and so much more we thank you!
sors one day educational sessions
in the spring and fall. An important | The Holly Berry Fair was a great success
task of the Association delegates igin so many ways, fellowship through gen-

the approval of _ erations and an opportunity to raise a bit
clergy for UCC ordination. Being a [ more than $7000!

< delegate also provides the oppor- | Thank you ALL!

tunity to learn what is going on at Deb Sauer and Karen Kilty
other UCC churches statewide or
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To My Church Family, A Note from the Acolyte Coordinator

J Thank you to all of you who attended the

1,%\ \ recent Acolyte Training. Our church fam-
X ily is truly blessed by the commitment you

——J have made to this very special ministry.

Thank you so much for your
prayers, cards, and visits! It was
humbling to know how much the church
family has done for me! | truly am
blessed! | must be the most spoiled

person the world with all that has been ILis a tradition here at Maple Street

Church to include all of the Acolytes who

done for me and for the outpouring love wish to serve at the early Christmas Eve service.
shown! The two most experienced Acolytes will carry the
Wedl | see what happef dighotdtherandiesand the others will process
visit to the doctor. with them. If your child is in the 3™ grade or older
Again, thank you all for your and has expressed an interest in becoming an
thoughtfulness! It was greatly acolyte, |1 would love to include them at the
appreciated! Love, Christmas Eve Service. On December 18" after

worship the acolytes will be meeting in the Sanc-

Faye Gardner

tuary for a run through for the Christmas Eve ser-

vice. We will be offering the next Acolyte Train-
ing in January.
THANK YOU

If your child is interested or you have any ques-

. . tions, please feel free to contact me, Karen Kilty,
Special thanks to Mercy Duffill and all who have asxyt k kilty@verizon.net

sisted thus far with the Fair Trade/Advent Fair. We
have been extremely fortunate to have a lovely vari-

ety of jewelry, textiles and other goods hand crafte

by people in impoverished nations. Proceeds go d] 5 . .

rectly back to the crafters, allowing you to give aggP 0 n ot mi ss i t! Best Thle
twice & once to the recipient and once to the arti- | Ever, No Rehearsal, Christmas Pag-

san. The Fair will continue on Saturday De- eant!!! If you have ever wanted to be Mary,
cember 3 and Sunday December 4 ™ from Joseph or even the Baby Jesus, an angel JKing

9:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. or an manger animal, this is your big chanfe.

World Service has reserved a table for 10 for the h . . .
MLK 2012 Drum Major for Justice Award dinner, |On Dec. 11" during Worship, CE will be

Monday January 16, 2012, 589 p.m., Danversport | Sponsoring the telling of the Christmas stqry
YachtClub.Honor ees include it ¢he heleof all. own Paul

and Donna PepperMembers desiring tickets for th Costumes will be available in the Social I;E”

MSC table should send checks to the office in the _
amount of $30, memo | i njenthatgundaygnoming. 5o eame early,

hank Il wh vd dih 9:30, to get dressed with the help of the CE
Thanks to all who so generously donated their time| : _
talents and foodstuff for the Thanksgiving Ingather Committee, proceed to church, and then fq|

ing. Special thanks to John Stone for delivering thd low directions given during the
perishables to Lifebridge. As we enjoy this won- }service. Itis sure to be the
drous time of advent, we on the World Service \ p
Committee are humbly thankful for our church and oBest Evero.
the opportunity to give back to the community a then!
small piece of that which has been so freely gifted
us. i Donna Mandriota
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RING IN ] . .
Special Music Sunday

CHRISTMASO g
MERRY AND 2 GOOD CHRISTIANS ALL, REJOICE!
BRIGHT! 3

4d

5

4d

5

We are delighted to welcome the Back Bay?
Ringers as the next concert of our 2011
2012 Artist Series on Saturday, December %

17 at 7:30 p.m. This is the fourth % The Chancel Choir and the Dreamcatchd®?
Advent season that we have been privi- 3§ ers will present a special program of Ad-33
leged to feature the Back Bay Ringers on % vent and Christmas music for worship orf3
our calendar of events. If you have never &3 December 18. We will be singing the ch

9994
byl b b b b b v v v v v v b e B v e B B

seen them in concert, you must come,andﬁr us OFor Unto Us§é ro
if you have enjoyed their programs before, 46 Chr i st mas Dayé b yg Gu
you are certain to return. The sparkling Jo6 Candl el i ght Carold b

music and agile handling of the bells are ag() Keep Your Lamps T d’:i mr
inspiration and marvel, at once exhilarating? a traditional spiritual arranged byThomaﬂ
and artistically sensitivia treat for both 3§ Kern. o
ears and eyes and a wonderful treat for th(g

. "157"
whole family! JJg
- '

The Back Bay Ringers was founded in 20(3 2
and I's Bostond6s onlJg adve udi ti ggnec
communitybased handbell ensemble. Thef Special readings connected to each antfem
group performs on a skoctave range of & will be shared, and families and childrend?
handbells and handchimes and has ap- & will be greening and decorating the churgh
peared at Faneuil Hall, % with poinsettias, garlands, holly and ivy, hd

Symphony Hall, theJ&%&Mmmm%@%é&waﬁ@mm@
Museumd even at events around the last 3 carols. o
&3

Democratic Presidential Con-
vention!

934344

)
% We look forward to this time of special
& worship as we gather together as a chu

Suny

Tickets will be sold for this % family to share together the spiritof ¢
concert and can be purchase & Christmas as it comes to us through &
at the door. Admission is $15 3" % beloved carols and beautiful music. 3
for adults, $10 for students % &3 3
and seniors; children 10 and ﬁ g
under are free. We hope you g g
will put this on your calendar &3 3
and plan to join us! B RRRRRARARARRRRRRARAR AR AR
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%W%%%%%%%%%W%%%%%g&
gﬁ’i Advent Fair j:i
;ﬁ December 3 and 4 ﬁ
%& The World Service Committee is &

4

E&Sponsoring MSC06s ’Lﬁwd Annual Advent Fair
;&Which began on November 27 and %% STARSINGERS CONCERT
% continues Saturday, December 3,and ¥ DECEMBER 4

N 33

3 Sun.day, December 4,from 9 am to 1'3(2& The StarSingers and Company and the

3 pmin the Social Hall. The handcrafts, 3 Shine on Me Boysd Cho

:ﬁjewelry, original artwork and more mak@'ﬁ their annual holiday concert in the Sanctu-
wonderful gifts, and all proceeds go % ary on Sunday,

December 4, at 4:30 p.m. These three
ﬁ dlrectlyfback to 'I[Qe crafters from pooreg:é groups of treble singers from ages 9
parts of our wor

%% through 18, under the direction of Kathy
;& Organizations represented include:y 17 Gross and Judy Bonnell, rehearse weekly

¥ SERRV, Colores del Pueblo (Colors of & at Maple Street Church and present two
\]

% : % concerts a year in the Sanctuary. There is
3 Peoplg), BgaFis for Life, Réember, and ﬁ no admission fee; all are invited and all are
& Ecclesia Ministries (Common Cathedr welcome!

¥ The public is very welcome! b 3

W e

ol ol

W W

3 Give a gift twice

;ﬁ once to the recipient and once to Mitten Tree

¥ The Christian Education Com-

mittee will be sponsoring a
Mitten Tree this Christmas
season. The mittens will go to
the homeless families of Danvers.
So, bring in a pair or two of mittens and
attach them to our tree in
the Social Hall.

Thank you for caring for
those in need.
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