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Pastor Kevinodos &n@udithe®dod News of Jesus, but he
. _ iIs no fundamentalist Christian. In fact,
Bottom Line: Love Wins he makes a lot of fundamentalist Chris-

_ tians ver?/ angry and he has been con-
The subtitle of RobyemBeib) 2 Fow. N SoWyolP AP fist

Love Wins, (HarperCollins, 2011) pro-  jmagine why | was very excited to read
fesses to be fa boag&gage&Bowt Heaven,

Who Ever Lived. o N Quiht to YeRdUthis™bok tbéd! It Will thaIK
this book will be one of the largest |enge you, make you laugh, maybe
books in the history of humankind.  eyen make you cry, and you may even
Thatos a pretty tal keaittflotidh inlofe siftiyy Pofderdd" ©
vol ume woul dnot Yy o Upe blfcirdhik Version bf the BodkCahd:
Rob Bell does it in a little over 100 a5 flipping pages on my iPad faster

pages! But then again, if you have  han Rob Bel | t al ks .
ever seen. Rob Bell in person or 5 \world and a religious dialogue that
watched his wonderful could use a few barns

ANOOMAO vid
might just believe that he
could cover this subject
very well with so few
words.

burning every now and
then.

As Elsa explains
later in these pages, we
are hoping to embark on
a continuing series of all-
church book readings
and discussions over the
next weeks, months and
years. We promise to al-
ways choose books that
will feed you, challenge

that turn you off. Bell your imaginations, inspire
does evangelize, which is you to think about why

a good thing to go out (continued on page 2)
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Rob Bell is the founding
pastor of the Mars Hill
Bible Church in Grand
Rapids, Michigan. He is
known as an evangelical,
but I hope




(continued from page 1)

you believe what you believe, and what it
means for being a disciple of Jesus. Oh,
and by the way, we will continue to engage
our most beloved of all books, the Bible,
too, in an ongoing series of Bible discus-
sion groups such as we did this last Ad-
vent.

On another subject, | want to use a little
space here to send out a big THANK YOU
to Kathy Gross, Ji Hye and our Amazing
Choir! Together, they have brought such
inspiration, joy, and love to our beloved
church family. We are all so blessed by
God by these dedicated, talented, and lov-
ing people who prepare our worship music
every Sunday week in and week out.
Thank God from whom all blessings flow
and for the music of deep inspiration!

d Pastor Kevin

We are pleased to announce that we received notice @f

| mmi grationds approval o]
4" § the eve of her 28 birthday! Ji Hye said it was
likely the best birthday she wouleler have!

We saved the special news for Ji Hye to share pers

ally with the choir at rehearsal the next evening. W
were in the choir room with the door closed, and Pau
Pepper said that he and Donna, in the kitchen finishi
up after the Welcome Table dinner,

)

e A
heard a huge ROAR of jubilation go uy/)y ®g
from the choir. N—

e

Thank you to all for your gifts of finan-
cial support in establishing the fund that

has enabled us to pay the cost of the filing and the f
for our excellent immigration lawyer, Maris

DeFranco. Thank you for your positive outlook, faithl she will receive $1,000 in the form of a che

and prayers. Your love and commitment have mad ayable to the educational institution they
large and lovely difference for Ji Hye and for the musgj

ministry of Maple Street Church.

be The Gross Scholarship will be announg

THE REV. DR. CHARLES N. GROSS
SCHOLARSHIP

The Gross Scholarship is in honor o
Grossds many years d
Street Congregational Church and was es
upon his retirement. This scholarship is avé
any graduating high school student who is
ber, or child, grandchild, and/or-greatdchild ¢
a current member of the Maple Street Cc
tional Church. The student must have been
and enrolled in pasicondary educational in
tion with plans to attend. While considerati
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be given to a young person who has been| act

Maple Street Congregational Church, the
ship is not restricted to such students.
Contributions to the Gross Scholarship 1,

Sch

/nd

always welcome and a wonderful way to 1

PIT1€

his years of service at our church. The fung w
tablished with donations from individuals and
church in an amount large enough to provide ar

nual $1,000.00 scholarship in perpetuity.
of the scholarship committee, though, Is to

e
woJql

to grow the scholarship endowment so thgt in

future it will be able to provide additional

/11

scholarships to worthy young members of M.

Street Congregational Church.

Any qualified applicant interested in bei
fsidered faf the &GrossnwScihadkarship sam olot
plication from the Church Office and copies

gc
na
Are

available in the narthex. As part of the apy

essay on how activities leading to the im

the student will be required to submit a Sjﬁ

lica
W

plove

of the community have affected his/her lije; &

ricular activities and work experience. App
should be completed and returned in a sea

grovide a list of recent community service, gtra

icat
led

lope and addressed to the Scholarship Cgmm
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presented on Confirmation Sunday, May 2(

ttending on behalf of the award recipient.
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From Elsa Marshall

It is coming! An all church book study
of Rob Bell'd.ove Wins .

Imagine forty days of an all church book
study. Imagine that there are small groups
meeting all week in different places and
on different times so that everyone can
be part of this Lenten journey! Imagine
being able to be part of an all church
book study through the website so that
you could participate if you cannot join a
small group! What a promising project!
This Lenten all church book study pro-
gram can create synergy and momentum
within our church family. It might even
rival an all church retreat, or an all church
camp experience in its impact. Imagine
everyone during the
weeks of Lent experi-

| F"’ﬂ"{i“S encing and studying
in Faith the same chapter of a
o TﬂBthEf : book as we head to-

] wards Easter. It might

change our lives, it might change our
church. The experience can nurture our
living faith. It might create life long con-
nectionsd dear friends anchored in shar-

The Deacons

4]
Bench \
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We care. Sometimes thz '/
is all any individual nee

to hear. There are time

when our extended fam .
lies are over committet

with their own personal obligations, and
our informal system of counseling and
support from well meaning friends and
family just I snot
need that we are experiencing. It is then
that a person needs to know that some-
one and God cares.

e

At Maple Street Church we have a group
of committed individuals who have an-
swered this call to care. Our services
might include hospital visits, visits at nurs-
ing homes and rehab centers, wellness vis-
its, bereavement visits, or simply tele-
phone calls or cards to those in need. We
may not always know the right words to
say, but we are committed to listening to
those who are hurting.

We have established a network that ex-

ing and learning, bedrock. In a small group changes information from our group to

each person has room to speak, to grow
and explore with others and to share
their own understandings of Rob Bell's
book,Love Wins. There will be a sign up
in the social hall listing when each small
group will meet and where. Please join us
on the exciting adventure of an ALL
CHURCH book studyi don't miss the
opportunity to deepen your spiritual life.
Who knows where God will lead us
through this experience? | know one
thing. | want to be part of it and | pray
you do, too! Shalom with love, Elsa

The Spire

our ministers, with the hope that no one
will be left behind who needs help. We
would welcome you to join us in sharing
Godds | ove and
would also like anyone who feels the need
to avail themselves of our services to call
the church office. Please remember that
God listens, and He cares, and we do also.
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CE Com_mlttee News T Welcome Table Notes el
Calling all pancake lovers!! ¢ A
Y L pAY

) Maple Street Church is doing
February 21st will be the 7 dinner for the Welcome Table on By
Shove Tuesday Pancake  7r February 23. e
Supper i | i
Bring your appetites and be ready Il We are looking for I

for a fun evening. There will be yummy par a cook (or cooks)

K fth lain. blueb d. of YAe set up people pAe
cakes of the plain, blueberry and, o courst,_ servers, and 2
choc'olate chip varl*ty BeBpfd to cRah dp the*f
There will be fun crafts and games for al* S
This is always fun night as we head into th If you can help, call 978-774-4611

i i VT or email e
Lenten season. Be sure NOT to miss it S bapapepper@juno.com S
Look for sign up sheets in the Social Hall. S PAY IT FORWARD - PAUL .
Y pAY
AN INVITATION FROM e THANKS TO YOU ALL - e
THE CHURCH GROWTH COMMITTEE TO ~ THE WELCOME TABLE IS GOING .
|
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 12:00 NOON A ASASAG A A AR AGAGAS A AR AGAS

IN THE SOCIAL HALL

Want to chase away the winter blues? Join the Maple Street
Church Growth Committee for a super Pot Luck

Lunch on February 26 in the Social Hall right CthCh Nursery
after church. Of course, what makes it super is School
YOUR cooking. Bring your best main dish, salad,
vegetable or desert and join all your friends. A
sign-up sheet will be posted in =

the Social Hall starting Feb. 5. /?@. 'l .

i@%

k2

To All of Our Church Families and Friends

4

Our own Maple Street Church Nursery
School is now accepting registrations for
the 2012 -2013 school year. Our church
families are given first availability, so
please give us consideration when looking
for preschool for your children. We have

For those not wishing to cook, a
$5 donation will be welcomed.

A reminder thatpictures for the directory  will ) ,
be taken until February 2@lease make every preschool programs available for children
effort to come and have your pic- 2.9 to 5 years of age. We would be happy
ture taken either before church from  to give you a tour.

9 to 9:45 AM or after church until 12
noon so that we can begin compiling
our new directory! Pictures are being
taken in the first Sunday school room in the tunnel for our 2 day, 3 day, or 5 day programs
on your right from the Social Hall. It takes only a please contact our director, Lynne Hatha-
few minutes and you can see just how you will look w a'y at 078 -774-4510 or

and you may even choose your best pose! lynne.hathaway@verizon.net .

To register or request more information

The Spire 4 February, 2012
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What a special evening
for
Maple Street ChurchI

Two members of our church familfgaul
and Donna Pepper, were honored at the
2012 Drum Major for Justice Awards

Ceremony on January 16. This evening ig

dedicated to the virtues of Martin Luther
King Jr. and is hosted by the Danvers Di-
versity Committee and Maple Street
Church members packed the room. Even
our own choir members were invited to
the stage to join in singing with the Inter-
faith Choir Follow Hymn, led by Doreen
Murray.

But before the evening began and as we

entered the Danversport Yacht Club ban-
guet room, on the checkn table, was a
beautiful poem written by none other than
our very own Kristina Hathaway , a mid-
dle school student. Krissy, or Pink as | af-
fectionately call her, penned this inspira-
tional reading and it was featured at the
dinner. It is my pleasure and joy to share it
with you.

Congratulations Krissy, Paul and Donna!
Shalom with love, Elsa

The Spire 5

What 0s ' L
By: Kristina Hathaway

What 6s it | et
reason for every joke,
the victim of pain

and discrimination

What 6s it [ e
an all black stallion
In a herd of white race horses,
or the one being pointed at

What 0s it | ke
to be separated
from everyone else,
stripped of all your rights
in a time when Negroes
were looked down upon

| do not know
wh at I t 0s I k e
but a great man once said
ol have a dirffear
And | have a dream too,
that the last slivers
of discrimination
and prejudice
will be erased

And we can all hold hands
together,
and thank God for people like
Martin Luther King Junior

February, 2012



Sﬁ They are also cofounders and directors of
MARCH 25™ Mu 1C I Building Bridges Through Music, Inc., lo-
SPECIAL MUSIC lnls[ﬁ cated in Lynn. Their mission is to bring to-

gether diverse neighboring communities

Our next Artist Series offering is scheduled for the purpose of increasing cultural

for worship on Sunday morning, March™25 lealrjesrllr(]assrﬁﬂgléacﬁnhcaermgny
We have invited organist, Robert Humphre- d?/amatlcg resentation  as i’
ville, to join Ji Hye and the Chancel Choir in multiculturgl educational toc J.éf
presenting music for organ, piano, and choir.
Through BBTM, Doreen has ‘
Rob has played at Maple Street on many oc- established an  aftachool
casions through the years as he substituted : ) :
on the organ. He is a gifted church organist music program for disadvantaged children

nd adol escents cons
who knows how to make L
S“ the organ sing in all its most Doreen and Virginia have also developed

glorious voices! We are al- and are |mple\ment|ng-a performance pro-

: ... gram, OProject No LI
ways amazed at his skills Iy, gicaped adults, that begins this month
N improvisation and moved by y ’ 9 '
tthe uplifting music that he
"4 shares; the choir loves work-
ing with h|m (In addition to

__If you would enjoy
£ sharing in more gospel
R music this winter and
would like to support

a great sense of humor!) We are Iooklng \}
forward to the magnificence and beauty of g (he work of BBTM, you

: ) . : 7 ¥ might like to consider
this morning of special music, shared with Ji . .
Hye at the piano and Rob at the organ. attending the ninth annu#&ospel & Jazz

Brunch that will be offered on Saturday,
March 10, from 11 am
Restaurant in Middleton. Kathy Gross is
coordinating a group to go from Maple
Street Church.

GOSPEL MUSIC

Many of us had the joy of worshipping to-
gether on January T5Sas we commemo-
rated the life and work of Martin Luther
King, Jr., in music and word. Doreen Murray,
director of the Follow Hymn Interfaith
Choir, and her mother, Virginia Makkers, an 7. ; :
outstanding gospel pianist and musician, di-ar:gq[ﬁz :]rcr)];?]u\?\?at?sggcﬁes!t J\g'zllz fé
rected the Chancel Choir in two wonderful

gospel songs, OHow see%leThL{E? |W(%_Iym§ n&erf

This annual brunch is held to s
port and benefit the community a
youth outreach programs of Buildi

st
Closer Wal k with Th ChowI;aYoC utreﬂg:h an mtl)cgleg g%
grateul o Chates Desmond, who sug- Ices o7 Chege e Nal K bnge
gested this musical offering and made it all
possible. pose, a male vocal DooWop enseml_JIe.
Tickets are $45 per person. If you are in-
terested, please be in touch with Kathy at

Doreen and Virginia share in the ministry of candk144@gis.nedr 978 777-8244.

music at the Zion Baptist Church in Lynn.

The Spire 6 F ebruary, 2012
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January was an eventful month making cook-
ies, Bowling at Sunnyside and Monster Golf,
not to mention a few other meetings. This is
what 6s in store for

Good News Group (recommended for fourth
to sixth graders):

Tue., Feb.7 4:3016 Make Valentines and
games
Tue., Feb. 21 4:3016 Meeting

G.L.E.E. (recommended for seventh to twelfth
graders):

Sun., Feb.5 12i4 Cradles to Crayons
Please RSVP Permission
needed

Both Groups:

Sun.,Feb.5 Directly after

a n n uSouiper Bowl of

Caring collection

Sun., Feb. 12 4:00i6 ARC Game Night at
Southside "' Drop off and
pick up there

Sun., Feb 19 11:30i 1 Called to Care Meals

Sun., Feb.26 11:45i 3 Tubing in Andover
Weather permitting) Permis-
sion needed

If you have any questions or concerns, please
donodt hesitate t o sSpe
Sheila Rizzotti or Donna Olds.

Please provide us with your cell numbers, as
we |l | as your chil dos
that) , i f you havenot
communicate through texting. MSC has a
Facebook page now, so if you type in Maple
Street Church and dALi Kk
aware of things that are happening in Youth
Mi nistry! And donodt
www.maplestreetchurch.com to check us out.

The Spire
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FROM THE
CHURCH
MOUSE

Our prayers continue
to be with families
who have suffered the
loss of a loved one in
recent months.

WELCONS-
1 _y <
Blessings to the families of Noemia Marquis

Azevedo, daughter of Kate and Edgar, and
Lily Jade Pickering, daughter of Michael and

Sandra, both of whom received the Sacra-
ment of Baptism on Sunday, January 15.

Maple Eves Women's Group

will hold their February meeting on Wednes-
day, February 8th at 7:00PM. The program
will be a presentation by Pat Bade entitled
"God's Lessons from Owls". Ms. Bade is a
teagher,stogy dellerywjldlife rehabilitator and
an ordained minister who

works with the Penobscot Indi

ans in New England. Maple E\I4E {
members may remember he

inspiring program on the Pe-

nobscot Indians two years ago.

,
’
Nty S

The meeting will be held in the Reception
Room. Coffee and dessert will be served af-

ter the presepr%e}tion. The hostesses fPr the
ak’ . 0 S aB ar.s.hal
evening are Phyllis Boyd and Norma Gates.

Devotions will be led by Norma Gates.

( ilffyouya@eunoteon ¢he Maphd Bved calb listanavi

wolld GiRed Yo attérl, Plebde calt eMarfgé N
Hathaway aB78-7745848 All are welcome
togoin,us foy ninspyring proggam, good, fel-
lowship and delicious desserts.

forget t o go onto

Febr uary, 2012
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‘ \\ é ’ Notes from the
Church Councill

The Council has been considering visioming X

a process of intentionally determining the

future or mission for our church, and then x

creating and following an action plan to
bring that future to fruition. We know that

80% of churches use visioning, only 20% me a nt

make plans based upon their visions, and
that 20% of churches are growing today.

Council is still actively considering what this
process would mean if Maple Street were to
undertake it. Our discussions have been
thoughtful, and livel
Some of us feel th3e
through our search for Pl
tor Kevin, we have alreagig

done a significant portion

of the work. Some of us find the process
overwhelming given what it takes to run the
church today. Some of us are undecided if
this is something we need to undertake.

We have agreed to look at our mission state-
ment, to see how it is being lived out today.
Our prayerful hope is that this will help us
determine how we answer a call to possible
visioning in our near future.

If you are interested in joining the conversa-
tion, please join us at our

next Council meeting,
February 7, 7PM, in the
Reception Room.

The Spire 8
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_ Sunday, February 12, *
(Welwme following worship, Maplg

Street Church will host
Yits new members with &New Mem- ¥
* bers Welcome Brunch in the Recepk

*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

. *
x tion Room. We encourage all new ard

X potential new members to join us! %

*
2e2.0.2.2.0.0.0.2.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0

di fficult.
be wal ked
burdens, (

Life 1is
t o
anot her 0s
ORejoice with those
weep with those who
who could use companionship in navigat-
ing life, MSCC is offering a spiritual
growth group on cop
lenges. (What kinds of challenges? Poor
health, parenting problems, or caregiver
fatigue. Unemployment or unfulfilling re-
tirement. Widowhood or aging, grief or
loneliness. Or all the miseries of Job!)
We 6 | | use tools fro
sciences and our faith tradition. (Note:
this is a growth group, not a therapy
group.) It offers not only support but
the chance to dis
cover our own Wwis
dom and find the jo

of compassion.

Start date: Feb. 1
alternating weeks thr
April. (Time: Thurs

days 1:3B:00) To

register speak witl:

Kevin or Elsa, call Linda at 97844510
or contact Rev. Dr. Sharon Goss at 978
536-0039sharongoss09@aol.cam

February, 2012
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Greetings from
The World Service @ ‘
Committee. T

It is with great joy and " /,
pride that | tell you we
raised $3,655.00 at

the Advent Fair Trade Fair. Joy that we
are able to return each dollar back to
the artisans who created all the beauti-
ful items that were for sale and pride in
our church family and friends for all the
support you gave to make the fair such
a huge success. |, for one, enjoyed
doing some of my Christmas shopping
during the two weekends of the fair and
| even got a little something for myself!

Thank you to the World Service Com-
mittee for the time you donated to put it
all together and we cannot give enough
thanks to Mercy Duffill for all of her
work of organizing, ordering the prod-

3

ucts, tracking the in-
- come and seeing that it
aII gets returned back
to the various organiza-
tions who participated.
M1t is a great undertaking

S8 and she does it with
such happiness in her heart!

Also, a thank you to all who sent out
your Christmas Wishes by placing a
card on the Christmas Card Tree that
was in the Social Hall during the holi-
day season. | t 0s
mi ss anyoneo when
holiday greetings and at the same time
give to a truly worthy cause. We
raised approximately $300.00 for

Operation Troop Support.

The Spire

Another thank you is sent to everyone
who helped the committee fill the gift
bags of toiletries and toys for the
many homeless families currently liv-
ing in Danvers. We will continue to
support these families in any way that
we can. If you have an

idea of something we can 405 Q
do for them, please bring it \A/‘/ ”“ !

/’-\

to one of the World Service 5/’»’ ;:L,/-\ >
\ /

Committee members. \\\,\)/ )
N s

/ \‘—,—T \

Our next opportunity to
give back to the community will be
with our Lenten Envelopes that you
will be receiving in the mail in the
near future. Again this year we have
designated the River
House in Beverly as

rRIVER - the recipient of the
1\ Housg| || money raised.  Yes,

Easter will be here be-
fore we
looking forward to it and to seeing the
crocus and tulips springing up from
the ground. The Easter season al-
ways brings such hope and renewal
t o my
not seeing his shadow this yeatr!

Judy Manuel
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