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Pastor Kevin’s Corner

Gratitude

What Was Told, That
by Jalal al-Din Rumi
translated by Coleman Barks

What was said to the rose that made it
open was said to me here in my chest.

What was told the cypress that made it
strong and straight, what was

whispered the jasmine so it is what it is,
whatever made sugarcane sweet,
whatever

was said to the inhabitants of the town
of Chigil in Turkestan
that makes them

so handsome, whatever
lets the pomegranate
flower blush like a
human face, that is

being said to me now. |
blush. Whatever put
eloquence in language,
that's happening here.

90 Maple Street, Danvers, MA 01923

978-774-4510

The great warehouse doors open; | fill
with gratitude, chewing a piece of sug-
arcane,

in love with the one to whom every that
belongs!

As | write this to you it has been a year
since | arrived in Danvers. Each day
since, | am reminded how very blessed |
am to be your pastor. My heart fills with
awe and gratitude. As the wonderful
poet Rumi has written, The great ware-
house doors open; I fill with gratitude. |
am filled with gratitude and the way in
which God brings people together.

We have so many choices in our lives
that determine the
paths we will tread. |
profoundly  believe
that all the little mo-
ments of choice and
decision that accom-
pany our lives, if we
open our hearts to the
great mystery of the
Spirit, will lead us to

places God intends
(continued on page 2)
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(continued from page 1)

for us to be. For me, that is Maple
Street Congregational Church, United
Church of Christ!

| want to thank you all for being part of
our Maple Street Church family. While
we have been blessed by our fore
mothers and fathers with a beautiful
building in a great location, we all know
t hat what makes a
ple who gather together in love of God
and each other. A church is defined by
its discipleship and the way in which
people seek to follow the teachings and
practices of Jesus.

There is great love and concern within
our church family for each other, the
Danvers community, and the world, and
we are indeed witnessing to the reign
of God alive in our world. As we grow
in our discipleship even more opportu-
nities to follow Jesus will be presented
t o us (At o whom
givenéo) . I am
next year in anticipation of even greater
mission and ministry God will put be-
fore us. Let our hearts and minds be
open to that guidance. Let us listen to-
get her to Godods sti
each of us to use our individual and
communal gifts of ministry. Above all,

| et us | ive 1 n the
love and with ever-present gratitude!

0 Pastor Kevin
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%ﬁ ardshp Notes from the

(‘W Stewardship

WOKK Committee

The Stewardship Committee is getting
ready to ramp up our 2012 Pledge Drive
after the New Year. Our theme for this year
will focus on the word commitment\Web-

i steér'sDictiohabylefines cotnimignenpas:o -

1. A pledge to do something;

2. Something pledged, especially a con-
tractual engagement involving financial
obligation; or

. The state of being bound emotionally or
intellectually to an ideal or a course of
action.

We are hoping our campaign materials will

encourage all of our members to commit

to support the wonderful things being
done by Maple Street Church in our local
community and beyond. We wish all a very

mMerry Christgpas an@ peage, health, and
| o ohappiness irf the NewaYead

to the
T Art Johnson

Confirmation begins on Jan 29"
| We hgvenfaur wondertuli
young people who are )

par of t hi”
ﬁe?/ rb@rfﬁrfh&tl&n i&
offered to youth in

grades 10 and up. Any
adult or student (in that age cate-
gory) interested in participating,
please contact Elsa Marshall. The
twelve sessions will be offered on
Sundays from 4 to 6 PM in the Re-
ception Room.
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From Elsa Marshall

AFor I n Chri st
promises 1 s a
t hrough Chri st
gl or y dlfCoriGtloats.1:00

Is this season following Christmas some-
thing of an anticlimax in your church or
home, a little dull and empty after the joy-
ful celebration of Christmas? Or is this
time an oasis of calm for you after the
busy activities leading up to Christmas
Day? Advent and Christmas are a short
but intense time of fresh realization and
wonder. God is with us. What can or does
this mean?

Psalm 98 and Matthew 2:1712 share a
t he me:

the marvel
wise ways in our
world. The psalmist
calls all creation to
c el
steadfast presence,
which governs over
all with justice and
fairness. The magi
in the gospel of Matthew follow a sign 1
the star T which points to a baby who will
become a saving leader for the people.
Godbébs ways are cl
di fferent .
different, we who seek to follow God are
called to new ways, too.

The New Year has arrived and whether
youbve been gripi
holiday season of rich food and extra ex-
penses, oOor voicin
|l uti ons, sooner
going to be asked what specific plans you
have to address your goals or how one
plans to bring our resolutions and new vi-
sions to life.
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J e s §hyrch season of Ep
iYes Ay is gy Dyt this &,
t ha ttlmewyge age 11§,V1te(h 5&

ebrate

And be

This is what much of the
iph— A

odo
e it

(/ﬁj =t he
with us, and begin to live #
its truth. In personal '
terms, we may hear this as a call to deeper
spiritual disciplines or a greater openness to
Godods | eading. As the
may respond to this Season with a renewed
commi t ment to JesusoO |
teaching, and hospitality. Either way, our
good intentions areno
we put them into practice.

take the revelation of /" '
Christmas that God is

Therefore, I want to invite you to our Spiri-
oyl Spardwigeelpiphany. oFach Jupdayg o ¢ g
followmg worship we are offering in the
reception room a different faith practice for
you to experience and take with you into
the week. 4 Fgith practices are intended to
help us stayed focused and deepen our
spiritual lives. Growing 1s hard work.
Sometimes as we grow we face an uncom-
fortable gap between what we know to be
true and what we are able to do.

How does one get good

Growing 2 ayfhiged Pagtige o |
in Faith 1yjig seid thatyop aver-5 | o
« TﬂgEthEl‘ age 1t takes “10,000
[] ‘hours of practice to
master a skill. We will
probably never master

gbut WY gertainly fraw stengtiagq life s ¢

from Christian faith practices. May your
ggrmaaHoa in Qip Fgiphyy BpiiEaL S e g o
frings cacpuragy ¥ou @ cBeCT W04 G a b |
as you experiment with putting some of
these age old faith practices into your daily
lives.
0 Shalom with love, Elsa
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FROM THE
CHURCH GROWTH COMMITTEE

TO ALL FOR DECORATING THE
CHURCH FOR ADVENT and

FOR MAKI NG THE o0C

COOKI ES6 EVENT A B

Thank you to all

the members and
fnends that helped
sdecorate  our

w1 church for the Ad-

: vent Season and
for alll the help wi
For fluffing bows for the many wreaths in-,
side and outside the church and hanglrgg@
them with care; for decorating the Christ- &
mas Tree; for climbing tall ladders to placé"%@
the wreaths behind the altar; for filling the:*

%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%

goodie bags for Cocoa and Cookies; fow
decorating the st age%;z
ing the hundreds of cookies; for making the:

~ Maple Eves Women's '

Group will hold their January
meeting on Wednesday, January
11™ at 7:00PM. The meeting will
be a Silent Auction and will be

Ol}gld NNIte Reception Room at

tg c& §Bgng new or gently

used items Tor the auction. As it
Is said, "one (wo)man's trash is
another (wo)man's treasure".
Come and find your treasure.
Coffee and dessert will be
served. The hostesses for the
evenlng will be Diane Cowie and
% Eovacious. Auatlon(éers
91 é)vgn%gaareaL{)n 1 ©
and Judy Manuel. Devotions will
be led by Pat Newman.

If you are not on the Maple Eves

g@ call list and would like to attend,

Please call the church at 978-774 .
4810. APt WelEofhé to J\éuh &s

for this evening of fun, fellow-

cocoa (11 pounds); and for helping wﬂh%‘%

crowd control when hundreds descendecs* tsrkgss,urgselluous desserts  and
into our Social Hall.
N

From the Church Growth Committee:

Adrianne Bradstreet, Priscilla Curda, Donna
Eovacious, Deb Mcllroy, Deb Sauer, and Sall

Shannon

.\.!:
S.L.I.LD.fA Not your run of the Millie
church dog says . . . " Why were there
no live animals in our "living" nativity?
Is that what is called an oxymoron? |

volunteer for next year! | bark out to
you "Happy New Year everyone!!l!"
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PICTORIAL DIRECTORY
A reminder that pictures for the directory
Will continue to be taken thru January and

February and into March if necessary.

Please make every effort to come and
have your picture taken either before
church from 9 to 9:45 AM or after church
until 12 noon. Pictures are being taken in
the first Sunday school room in the tunnel
on your right from the Social Hall. It takes
only a few minutes and
you can see just how you
will look and choose your
best pose!

4 January, 2012
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tel:978-774-4510
tel:978-774-4510

Facilitators will include Pastor Kevin, Karen
Kilty, George Kingsley and others. Come
and feed your body, mind and spirit. Come
and refresh and enjoy.

Our Epiphany
Spiritual Spa
is Coming!

This is an opportunity for [ g T
all ages, young and old. It R SR LIVING NATIVITY

will be offered each week following wor- AT MAPLE STREET CHURCH

ship in the reception room so that you can

grab a cup of coffee and visit the spiritual Our many thanks to all the people who par-

spa before going out into the world to be ticipated in the Living Nativity at our church

the Good News of Jesus Christ. on December 3 as part of the Downtown
Holiday Festival. As so many of our church

Each week during Epiphany, the church members and friends volunteered to be part

season following Christmas, a different of this special event, we were able to have

spiritual practice will be offered. Spiritual- three sets of the Nativity scene on our front
ity has been def i neblwn&aen280ttdds80pant t of tr an
figuration. oo Our Spa

will offer some of
Y8 0 First Set:  Mary, Julia
Martin; Joseph, Keith
. Martin; Shepherds, Paul
According to Craig Dykstra "Christian I - Eovacious, Rev. Kevin
practices are not activities we do to make Smith and Tom Manuel;
something spiritual happen in our lives. Wise Man, Glen Thompson; Kings, Charles
Nor are they duties we undertake to be Desmond and Bob McBride; Angels, Phyllis
obedient to God. Rather, they are patterns Desmond and Mackenzie Thompson; and
of communal action that create openings in Shepherd Boy, Gavin Martin.
our lives where the grace, mercy, and pres-

promises and challenges of our different
living spiritual traditions.

ence of God may be made known to us.  Second Set: Mary, Christina Parr; Joseph,
They are places where the power of Godis ~ Mark Kilakowski; Shepherds, Dick Crotts,
experienced. In the end, these are not ulti- Gayla Bartlett and Glen Thompson; Wise
mately our practices but forms of participa- ~ Man, Warren Parr; King, Ken Blackadar; An-
tion in the pChaigidni ¢ @gels, MichaefaBertlett and Kiristina Hatha-

practices are things Christian people do way.
over time to address fundamental human

needs in the light of and in response to  Third Set: Mary, Mercy Duffill; Joseph, Rich
God's grace to\all creation through Christ Hathaway; Shepherd, David Mcllroy; Wise
Jesus. o Man and Woman, Paul Janvier and Lori Du-

pont; King, Frank Kilty; Angel, Amanda
We will be offering in the weekly spa dif- Hathaway.

ferent spiritual faith practices every week

L.e. centering prayer, the labyrinth, Epiph-  Many thanks also to Lori Dupont, Betty
any Mandalas, Visio Divina, Epiphany  pjckering and Marj Simpson who worked
Prayer Beads and creating a colorful prayer ~ pehind the scenes to make it all possible.
wall. A Priscilla Curda
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The Board of Deacons is
still hoping to appoint one additional omi
delegate to both the Massachusetts Con- have been viewing t
ference and to the Essex Association.V 1 d e o0 Sserl
There are only a few meetings held each Emer genc e

De ac OStﬁtirg _eﬁits January meeting, the dea-

cons will” resume discussion of the
oemergent church
it means for Maple Streg
Church. The deacons, a
some other committees

MO V €

year for each delegate. It is 2
chance to find out what i
happening at other church
and participate in the wor %
of the UCC beyond Maple
Street Church. Please let one of the dea-
cons know if you are interested.

The Deacons are helping prepare a pro-
spective new members event which will
take place on Sunday, Febru-
‘ ary 12, 2012. If you are
=7 Ny thinking about becoming a
(We come member of the church and
have not yet spoken with ei-
ther Pastor Kevin or CM Elsa, please do
so before then.
During the Epiphany, there will be
oOoSpiritual Spabéd
the church service from 11:30 to 12
noon. These will be lively explorations of
various aspects of spiritual life led by our
ministers.

The deacons are responsible for visiting
our housebound members during Christ-

mas, February and Easter, as well as at

other times as needed. If you are house-
bound, or know a member
who is, please let either

the ministers or deaco \ :
know so they can bt% Ti
added to the visitation Iis’.ltxﬁ\:‘?\bk§

The Spire

prepared by Ms. Phylfac
Tickle, followed by discu
sion. Following completion

of the series, and the results of the Spiri-
tual Spa discussion groups, we hope to
prepare an outline of activities that will
lead to an even stronger theological and
spiritual focus for our church.

i Laurence Goss
i
= s

CHRISTIAN

EDUCATION

With fall and Christmas behind us, we
are looking forward to moving into our

winter curriculum and second term. It

Notes from the
CE Committee

d i ssfioti§ Se'aR Bxcitifigttime anfl iebared T 1

hoping to have all Faith Walkers join in
this journey.

Also, if you are looking for a opportunity
to spend time with the children of the
church or would like to be a substitute
teacher for the coming term, please
contact Elsa Marshall or Lynne Duffill.

At this time the CE committee wishes
to thank all the participants and helpers
for making the 2 annual Best Ever
Christmas Pageant a huge success. Get
ready for next year!!

January, 2012
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UPDATE! . Vorivis CBE) o e e
Appllcatlon who have suffered the
loss of a loved one in
By the time you receive the January Spir 3 - recent months.
the additional evidence requested by |
mi gration to suppo
application will be in the hands of Immi
gration officials for evaluation. A decisio

weeks of its receip® at the end of Janu-J December 12.
ary or in the first part of February. We

ashk your cqntlnu_ln_g prayer:/l folr JIS Hy 'and Ronan Moloney and little sister of Aoife,
whose music ministry at Maple Stre |was born on December 19. Her grandparents

brings so much beauty, depth, and spirit thare Chuck and Kathy Gross. (Saoirse is a
our worship and whose presence is a jo ! Gaelic Irish name, pronounced Seer-sha.)

and blessing to us all. We are hopeful of B
positive outcome, but there is no way to
know which way Immigration may rule.
Your prayers make a vital difference. The Welcome Table receives each

week from the new bakery down-
town, Saralena, free bread and

desserts to share with p"%

=l that community. Thank
Many have given generously to the fundou to SaralLena for
set ;Jp to pay :het]ega' expense? OL thf[?their generosity. Please [ /"
work visa application, a sum of abou o WM
$5,500. To dgt%,a ittle more than half this>_ PPt Sarakena W.Ith Y
amount has been donated. Thank you toyOUr purchases of their
all who have contributed. If you would wonderful products and
like to make a donation to support Maple tell them that you are from Maple

Streetd0s sponsor shigyee0Church and thay Y@ &pretio r kK v i

application, it is not too late! Your contri- .. ihair generosity to the Welcome
butions continue to be gratefully received._l_ablel

Checks may be made out to Maple Street
Church. Please write VISA APP. in the

Saoirse Eileen Moloney, daughter of Kristy

SUN. SCHOOL SUN. WORSHIP
10:00 AM 11:00 AM & 6:00 PM

memo line and send or deliver your check HONK IF YOU LOVE
to the church office. Thank you for all - I:jEESDl:RSIVIN(!E)I(II -
your support: WANT TO MEET HI

i Kathy Gross and The Music Committee
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January 2012 FFS% Fri., Jan 20: 6:008 9:30
Youth ‘% & Rock Wall Climbing at
. Gordon College. We
Ministry must have a head count
News of at least 7people no

later than Jan. 17. We wil
e-mail the permission
Happy New Year!!l! The business of Decem- forms to you upon reservation.
ber has come and gone and now, as we en-

ter the quietness of a new year, we reflect Youth Council

upon the first half of the Youth Group sea- Sun.,Jan 8: 4:00Meet regarding

son and the newest programming, tweaking MP2012 and other business.
and adding, being thoughtful of what the
needs of our children are. Looking Aheadé
Sun.,Feb.5: 12:@4:00 GLEE
Here is the information for January for each Cradles to Crayons in Quincy
of our groups: Sun., Feb.12: 10:00am Everyone!!!
Youth Sunday at Maple Street
Good News Group Church!
This group, comprised of 4th, 5th & 6th Sun., Feb. 124:006 6:00 ———
graders, will meet as follows: Both Groups gt s
Bingo with our
Tues., Jan 104:308 6:00 Arc Friends
Monster Golf/Will have permis
sion slip available at MSC You can email Sheila Rizzotti asriz-
Tues., Jan 244:308 6:00 zotti@ne-arc.org or Donna Olds at
Meeting Dolds@Centurybank.conif you have any
guestion about any of our activities. Also,
G.L.E.E. visit us on our web page,
This group, comprised of grades 7 and up, www.maplestreetchurch.org and go to
will meet as follows: Youth Ministry for the latest information.
Sun.,Jan 8: 4:3086:00 Make Cookies If there is bad weather and you are un-
Sun.,Jan 29: 11:3Q:00 We will show sure about youth group meeting, please
the sequel to 0Wh e rde!topupweb sigfe thelatgstnfo. We
Gr ows 6 try to keep it as up to date as possible.

You can also call the church office.

Both Groups

Sun.,Jan 15: 12:6Q.:30
Bowling at Sunnyside/
Meet & Pick up there/
Bring $15.

We will be starting to send out texts; so
i f we dondot have you
make sure we get it from you! Thanks.

The Spire 8 January, 2012
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SO YOU NEED NOT WALK

2P .._"
~‘~‘ A

N
*‘ ]
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Life is difficult, and suffering is unavoidable. When hardships come along they can crush us
they can be an avenue for emotional and spiritual growth. What better way to grow than with
the support of a caring faith community t6F
of the way!

This congregation is seeking to become a more Christlike healing community for its member
i and the wider communityi by offering spiritual growth groups for those facing specific life
challenges such as divorce, unemployment, widowhood, parenting challenges, or other possib
ties. (These will be support/growth groups rather than therapy groups.) They will be led by
Sharon Goss, a church member who has a doctorate in pastoral counseling from Boston Un
versity and many years of experience as a pastoral therapist in community mental health se
tings, pastoral counseling centers, and private practice, as well as parish ministry. Times av
able are Thursday evenings and a weekday afternoon tba, frequency to be determined.

Please help us plan by returning the form below to the church office or contacting Sharon Gos:
(978536-0035/sharongoss09@aol.cdm

| would be interested in a group on

____Divorce ____Unemployment
____Widows and Widowers _____ Griefand Loss
_____Parenting Teenagers _____ Parenting Adult Children
____Improving selesteem Other

The best time for me to meet would be

Thursday evening A weekday afternoon
Weekly ____ Biweekly Monthly
Name Phone or emall

The Spire 9 January, 2012
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LIVING NATIVITY

MAPLE STREET

CHURCH
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Maple Street Congregational Church
United Church of Christ
90 Maple Street, Danvers, MA 01923
www.maplestreetchurch.org

Rev. Kevin Smith 9787744510, ext. 3 revkevmsc@gmail.com
Minister 978968-5020 (cell)
Mrs. Elsa M. Marshall 9787744510, ext. 4 elsa@maplestreetchurch.org

Commissioned Minister

Ms. Kathy Gross 9787744510, ext. 5 candkl44@gis.net
Director of Music Ministry

Ms. JHye Jung 9787744510, ext 0 jihye87@gmail.com
Asst. Director of Music Ministry

Ms. Linda Blair 9787744510, ext. 0 info@maplestreetchurch.org
Office Administrator

Mrs. Lynne Hathaway 9787744510, ext 6 lynne.hathaway@verizon.net
Nursery School Director

OurWorship Services are aired on Danvers Comcast Channel 99 and Verizon Channel 36,
Sunday 10:00 am and 7:00 pm (one week delay)

Our lighted steeple is an important symbol of our presence in the community. Your contributions in
memory of loved ones and friends or to commemorate a special event help keep the steeple lighted.
If you would like to have the steeple lighted for one or more weeks, please fill out the form below and
send it with $15 per week to the church office.

| would like the steeple lighted in memory of:

| would like the steeple lighted in honor of:

Requested date (if available) to light:

(signed) Telephone Number:

The Spire N January, 2012
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No matter who you are or where you are on your faith journey,
you are welcome here!
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