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Pastor Kevin’s Corner

May the Spirit Be With You!

For a moment there is nowhere else youd
rather go, no one else youd rather be. You
feel at home in your body. You feel at
peace in your mind. For no particular
reason, you let the palms of your hands
come together and close your eyes.
Sometimes it is only when you happen to
taste a crumb of it that you dimly realize
what it is that you're so hungry for you
can hardly bear it.

--Fred Buechner, Wishful Thinking

And suddenly from heaven there
came a sound like the rush of a
violent wind, and it filled the entire
house where they were sit-

ting. Divided tongues, as of fire, ap-
peared among them, and a tongue
rested on each of them. (Acts
2:3) Even if we don’t sense the
rumbling of a violent wind or
see tongues of fire dancing off
the tops of our heads, it doesn’t
mean the Spirit is not with us.
It’s not that the Spirit is not there; perhaps
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just that we don’t sense it in the midst of doing.
Stop. Take a breath. Breathe.

Lent and Easter have come and gone.We
are headed into Pentecost where we celebrate
the birth of the Spirit within us and the birth of
the church universal. At the same time there is
the rebirth of spring all around us (stop by and
ponder in the Memory Garden sometime soon)
and summer (we hope!) is on the way. School is
winding down and we dream about our summer
travels and vacations. Stop.Take a breath. Breathe.

| have felt the movement of the Holy Spirit
in our midst over these last
few months as we have begun
our journey together. The
Holy Spirit has filled our wor-
ship times together and the
in-between times, too, as we
have cared for one another,
shared wonderful meals and
fellowship, and conducted the
volunteer generous work of
making this thing we do to-
gether called “church.” Thank
you to all our amazing church
leaders who have served “religiously” on

it's

(continued on next page)
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church committees giving many hours of
their time in meetings and activities. Thank
you, too, to our moderator Bruce Billing-
ham and all our church officers and com-
mittee chairs who have guided our beloved
church through a major transformation.
Thank you to our great church staff, Elsa,
Kathy, Linda, and Ji Hye for their dedication
and inspiration. Stop. Take a breath. Breathe.

Indeed, the Spirit has been here
among us, even if we didn’t recognize it. As
we head into these days where there are
not so many single high holy days of cele-
bration | hope we can take the time and
space in our lives to rest a few moments
each day to connect with the Spirit. Put
your hands together, close your eyes,
breath deeply and open your heart and
mind to God. Listen for the Word of God
that is always there but just a bit below the
surface just waiting to burst forth to pro-
vide you the comfort or challenge, strength
or rest that you need. The Spirit knows
your needs. Let it do its job. Let your
hunger for connection to God that has
been buried deep in the midst of the eve-
ryday life surface and take you where it
will. Stop.Take a breath. Breathe. Shalom.
Amen.

—~Pastor Kevin
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Melissa Bogel

on being the recipient of the Maple Street
Church Rev. Dr. Charles Gross Scholarship
for 2011! We hope this scholarship will
help you achieve your academic and citi-
zenship goals. Please know that as well as
giving you this financial support you will
continue in our prayers.

Whether your academic study and work in
the world takes you near or far, you are al-
ways welcome at Maple Street Church.
The love and support from our entire
church family go with you always.

May God bless you and keep you, go be-
fore you to show you the way;

go above you to watch over you;

go behind you to push you into
places you would not necessarily
go yourself;

go beside you to be your companion;

and dwell inside you to remind you
that you are not alone,

and that you are loved beyond your
wildest imagination.

And may the fire of God’s blessing burn
brightly upon you, and within you, now and
always.

In the Grace of God,

Rev. Kevin M Smith
Bruce Billingham
Rev. Dr. Charles Gross
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From Elsa Marshall

Jack Seymour, a Christian Education spe-
cialist, in a recent article entitled
"Teaching the Way of Jesus," gave five
clues to guide our teaching and faith for-
mation: "pray and live the meaning of the
Shema; seek the kingdom; gather at the
banquet table; resist the time of trial, and
proclaim the new life of the resurrected
one." His insightful and inspirational writ-
ing has challenged me to reflect how do
these concepts guide our teaching? What
else guides how we teach people to fol-
low Jesus? |intend to continue to reflect
on these questions and to pray about
them during this summer. Of course the
purpose of prayer is not prayer but
rather to be open to receive the holy and
to come to love God as much as possible,
"to know and love God with all my heart,
all my mind, and all my strength." God
surely does come to us in prayer. In fact,
in prayer we are seeking the God who is

seeking us, you and me as God has always
sought the people of God throughout the

ages. This same God is and will surely

The Spire

speak to us, and will continue to speak to
us if we listen, for | believe that prayer is
the process of learning to listen. | ask you
to consider Seymour’s five guiding princi-
ples and ways that we can more fully live
into them as a community of God’s people
called together in this time and place. |
look forward to hearing from you as we
reflect and plan next year’s Faith Walkers,
youth ministry and adult faith formation.
Have a blessed, life renewing and refreshing
summer. | will miss those of you who will
travel and be away. | already look forward
to our re-covenanting together next fall.

Shalom, Elsa Marshall

From the
Deacons’ Bench

“The honorary status of \/‘

Deacon or Deaconess

Emeritus may be given to any member of the
Church who, upon recommendation of the
Board of Deacons and vote of the Church at
an Annual meeting, is deemed worthy of this
status. . . . By unanimous vote of the board of
Deacons, the member must be one who in
Christian character, service and faith, truly
represents the best teaching and spirit of the
Church.” (from the Maple Street Church By-
laws Section H paragraph 4)

With this in mind and with great pleasure, the
Board of Deacons announces that Norma
Gates was approved by vote of the members

for honorary status of Deaconess Emeritus of
Maple Street Church UCC.

Congratulations to the very deserving Deacon-
ess Emeritus Norma, who does truly represent
the best teaching and spirit of the Church!
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A Warm Welcome is offered to
new members, Ken Blackadar
and Fern Alishia Leck

In 1946 Fern Alishia Leck’s parents pur-
chased their family home at 10 Riverside
Street. She has sons Bruce in Maine and
Jeffrey in Texas as well as three grand-
children. Most of Fern’s career has been
as a Real Estate Paralegal responsible for
full title examinations for various law
firms including Hill & Barlow, where she
worked directly with Gov. William Weld.
After receiving certification with the Inter-
national Right of Way Association, most
of her projects have been here in the
North East.

Her home was destroyed by the Novem-
ber 22, 2006, explosion. Fern says “With
God’s grace I was able to re-build another
in its stead. Just as new life began here I
look forward to being a part of the Maple
Street Congregational Church of Christ
family.”

Ken Blackadar was born in Salem, MA,
and was raised in Danvers, was baptized
at Maple Street Church and graduated
from Danvers High School. He attended
North Shore Community College and
Salem State College.

Ken works in the toxicology field, spend-
ing the last several years at Willow Labo-
ratories, a private toxicology lab in Lynn,
MA.
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Ken and his fiancé currently reside in
Danvers with their 5-year-old daughter
Hannah. In spare time they enjoy cook-
outs with friends and family, golfing, hik-
ing, movies, and music.

Welcome Ken and Fern. We are delighted
to have you join our church family!
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Congratulations

e

Lynne Hathaway and the Maple
Street Church Nursery School Staff

for an outstanding report following a
visit from the MA Department of Early
Education and Care.

Their report reads
the experienced staff continue to pro-
vide a warm, welcoming environment
for children and families that is rich

with supplies and filled with photos of
ongoing projects and program happen-
i ngs. Good Job! o

Maple Street Nursery School is truly a
Agemd in our midst
portunity for children from 2.9 to 5
years.

There is still time to \ E e
enroll your child by f. ‘

~ s
calling 978-774-4510.

\\
~

'4

226 26 24 26 26 26 26 24 26 26 26 26 26 26 2 26 26 26 26 2 26 26 26 26 226 26 26 24 226 26 26 2 2 26 26 2 2 2 2 %
2626 26 26 26 26 26 26 26 2 26 2t 26 26 2 26 26 26 26 2 2636 26 26 2 26 26 26 26 226 26 26 26 2 26 26 26 2 2 2 %

1 2.2.0.0.6.0.0.0.0.2.2.2.0.0.0.0.6.0.
June, 2011

H N



[ TeI e[ IsL_I:L] One thing is for certain: almost
every kid goes to some camp dur-
ing the summer. Sports camps,
scouting camps, adventure camps,
art camps, band camps, and every

to consider church camp as a
good experience and place for some of your
child’s summer. There are scholarships available
for students who want to attend UCC related
church camps. See page 6 of this Spire and
watch for the flyer on more church camps in the
weekly worship bulletins. Also, they will be on
the family worship tables found at the entrances
to the Sanctuary.

| really enjoy the ~
memorial garden and all
of its beauty Thank you
to those who work so hard
to create a welcoming spot for n\dy mom
says that it isn't for me but a respite and place of
beauty for the church family and the whole com-
munity of Danvers.

| say..."woof, woof" which in Boston Bull
Terrier means | don't think my mom is right.
am sure it is a beautiful garden made for me!

FROM THE
CHURCH

MOUSE Our prayers continue

to be with families
who have suffered the
loss of a loved one in
recent months.
Best wishes to Pembroke King, who was
Confirmed here on Sunday, May 22.

Blessings to the families of Anthony Joseph

AAJO Strabone, son of
Strabone, and Adalynn Marie Pepper,
daughter of Joe and Cheryl Pepper, who
were Baptized on Sunday, May 29.

AAJO and Adalynn are
Donna and Paul Pepper.
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Staff Sgt. 2
Nic’s Notes /ﬁ.ﬁ’;m.
. 2 | ——,

Phil Evans repor s t
is on his way home from Iraq via

Germany and will soon be sta-

tioned in Northern California on

recruiting duty.

As many of you know, Nic
Gauthier carried Bibles from our
church with him in the war zone,
but they were lost during explo-
sions (Nic credits the first one with
saving his life as it served a part
of the padding under his vehicle
seat).

Nic has received his fifth Army
Commendation Medal, his fifth
Army Achievement Medal, and he
was inducted into the Sergeant
Morales Club (only 302 people
since WW Il have held this honor).

Please pray for all our women and
men in our armed services and
their families, and support
Danver 0s
Support.

own Opegat.

Please note that the
JEemAER PYI AR te'l' 9 !u mme
Hours will commence the L\ \
beginning of June. The of-
b o fiae wylba apere Mandayr e .
through Friday from 9 am o
until 12 noon.
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Christion Swwumer Camp

Encounters with God in creation and community

Suwwuner Campy ruv iv New England by United Chwrch of Chwist

Star Island (http://www.starisucc.com)

Island near Portsmouth, NH

July 30-August 6 or August 6-August 13

Star Gathering Family Conference and/or Youth Conference

Pilgrim Lodge (http://www.pilgrimlodge.org)

West Gardier, ME

May 27-September 16

Opportunities for adults, families, children, youth, young adults, women and
grandparents with grandkids

Horton Center & Geneva Point (http://hortoncenter.org)

Gorham, NH

June 28-August 6

Opportunities for children elementary school through high school including canoe
trips and hiking the Appalachian Trail hut to hut.

Family Camp August 9-12

Moultonborough, NH

July 8-11

Opportunity for Adult/Child camp

Silver Lake (http://silverlake.ctucc.org)

Sharon, CT

June 26-August 19

Opportunities for grades 4-12 from Family Camp August 7-13
Mission opportunity for High Schoolers to Maine or Mexico

Covenant Hills Christian Camp (http://covenanthillsvt.com/)
Cabot, VT

July 36 August 6

Opportunities for ages 4-6 with a parent, grades 2-12

Family camp August 19-21
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A ———
HEIFER

INTERNATIONAL

The Heifer International Read to
Feed was a great success
thanks to all of the readers and
sponsors. We raised $700.00
and can buy:

1 Water Buffalo

1 Goat

1 Llama

1 Sheep
2 flocks of chicks
1 flock of geese .

Many families that you will never
know will thank you.

June Baser, Heifer Volunteer

The Spire

RE-

MEMBER

Kil tyads

i

Kar en

are available after church during Fel-
lowship. For your donation to our
ReMember trip you can receive the
following:

Feather $1 to $24
Turtle $25 to $49
Buffalo $50 to $74
Eagle $75 and up
All four for $125

OLoiwkRraynEat 6 f
Re-Member Mission Trip

On Sunday, May 22nd, we served a
successful well -attended brunch at
the Annual Meeting.

As the second part of
our fundraising efforts
for ReMember, on Sat-
urday, June 18th, we
invite you to indulge

in the wonderful flavors of a South-
western buffet and show your
Scrabble and Cribbage skills in an
evening of family fun!
your calendars!

We will be taking each of you in our
hearts to South Dakota. We know

your love and prayers will help make
our experiences with the Lakota peo-

ple full of grace

four

o

Please mark
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r

bea

tr



A Word from Membership
and
Leadership

The Membership and Leadership
Committee would simply like to say
thank you to all of you who have
said "yes". Yes to the question
"Can our church count on your
help".

We as a committee have asked that
question many times over the
course of the last few months and
we as a congregation have re-
sponded to the call by saying yes
over and over. The committee had
been challenged to fill (32) vacant
committee seats and with the help
of God, and you, we have been ex-
tremely successful and are left with
only two vacancies. Those two va-
cancies are on the Stewardship
committee.

If you are interested in serving on
this committee and would like more
information, please don't hesitate
to contact me or Bob McBride, who
is the incoming committee chair-
man.

Warren Parr 978-774-3021
Bob McBride 978-531-6349

Again, thank you
for saying yes!

THANK YOU —Warren Parr
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The Sisterhood

Last month the Sisterhood
took a trip into the Old
South Church in Boston to attend their
Jazz service. You may remember the musi-
cian who came to Maple Street at the end
of January for the jazz service on Steve Al-
spach’s last Sunday with us. We had an op-
portunity to have a tour of the church be-
fore and after the service and learned
about their rich history. The service was
full of beautiful music, a wonderful message,
and communion. It was a wonderful ex-
perience which we are hoping to attend
again, perhaps this summer. The church is
open for tours and the jazz service is on
Thursday nights at 6:00. If you find yourself
in the area, stop by--the church building it-
self is a true gem.

The Sisterhood will be gathering on Mon-

day, June I3 this (a change from our

usual 3" Monday) for worship and a plan-

ning meeting. July will be

our annual Kayaking trip f -
Cy

on the Essex River, which

Lynn Hathaway is once

again organizing. The , Z/\/
time and date will bean- ="

nounced soon. If you are interested in
attending, please contact Lynne at
lynne.hathaway@verizon.net or Karen at

k.kilty @verizon.net.

We have had another wonderful year to-
gether, we are always looking to grow this
circle of amazing women; and, if you are in-
terested in being a part of the Sisterhood
we would love to have you!
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World
Service
Committee

MAPLE STREET CHURCH
MEMORY GARDEN

The Memory Garden Committee has
been working very hard in the Church
Garden to clean it up for Spring. The

. Summertime and the living is
Andromeda shrubs are blooming, the J

easy dwell not so much for some

Magnolia tree is blooming and the spring peopl e. Pl ease donot fo
bulbs are showing their cheerful faces. that the Danvers Food Pantry
We will need some money for our ongo- will still be in need of food.
ing care of the garden (soil, fertilizer, School will be out and the chil-
dren will no longer be getting
compost, mulch etc.) as well as for our noontime lunches. Tuna fish,
summer annuals. peanut butter, jam, pasta and
juice boxes are always appreci-
We have ordered 4 dozen beautiful be- ated. Your donations can be
gonias for the middle of the garden. If placed in the shopping cartin

you would like to have a begonia planted 1€ Social Hall atany time.

in memory of a loved one, you can send When you are traveling perhaps
$5 to Maple Street Clbwcbu@ tic kthho§e%ampﬂbMe mary

Garden Begoniaodo i n t $izedcomginmmary loiletriese  wi t h a
note as to who it is from and who it is that are found in hotels to do-
memorializing. nate to our Christmas Toiletry
Wrap for the people at

) o ] Lifebridge.
We will be publishing the list of donors
as well as their loved ones in an upcom- The World Service Committee is
ing Spire. The garden is a wonderful very grateful for the support we
place to sit and meditate, we hope you have received from you, the

members of our church, with your
generous donations to the Food
Pantry, Operation Troop Support,
Lifebridge and River House.
Through the church budget we
have been able to lend financial
support to organizations such as
CROP Walk, Welcome Table, Mercy
Chips, Common Cathedral, Open
Door Food Pantry in Gloucester
and Heifer International. Whew!
That is quite a list.

will stop by and enjoy it.

We wish you a blessed and relax-
ing summer and we look forward
to seeing you all in the Fall if

not before.

Thank you for your support,
The Memory Garden Committee
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e e B B B B e B e B B B e B B B Notice

On June 5 there is no
Children’s Chapel as no
Children’s Chapel is offered
during the summer months.

L

Christmas Fair!

All Church
Christmas Fair Meeting
(Fair date: Nov. 12)

Maple Eves Womends

LA A8 s e s e e s

& Preparations for the fair have

4 begun! Wil hold ity Anvuad End-of-the-
F 3

# We had an all church Christmas
Fair meeting on May 25. We'll

4 meet at least once a week over

# the summer to work on crafts
and get organized. Check the

4 weekly bulletin or the web site

# for details.

F 3

the monthvthis yeow
) instead of the furst
| Monday. We will meet
at the home of Grace
Phirvney, 22 Wadswortihv St., onw

Wednesday, June 15, 2011, at

ﬁWe’re still looking for ideas for
6:00 pm. The picnic will take

4 items to make or that we can

# sell. So, if you have a favorite pl ace orain or shineo.

i Christmas craft or decoration,

Y bring it along to any of the The hostesses for the evening are

iweekly meetings. the bers of the Executive

# If you have any questions, con- Boawd of Maple JL S

ﬁtaot Deborah Sauer tves. The hostesses \/ L

: ((1978.7r66;’>ﬂc.163bs4;h 1 will be providing /
saue eborahsauerconsulting . the

# com) or Karen Kilty everything for ) ag/

% (978.335.6244; pienic:

# k. kilty@verizon.net).

Come; relax and enjoy time witiv
(*  Hope to see you friends this final evening of our
A theren yeaw. Ifyowawe not onthe Maple
tves call List and would like to-

attend; please call Marge Hatha -
way at 978 -774-5848. AUl awe
welcome to- attend.

e B e B B B B B e B B e B B B
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Maple Street Congregational Church

United Church of Christ
90 Maple Street, Danvers, MA 01923

www.maplestreetchurch.org

Rev. Kevin Smith 978-774-4510, ext. 3 revkevmsc@gmail.com
Minister

Mrs. Elsa M. Marshall 978-774-4510, ext. 4 Elsa@maplestreetchurch.org
Commissioned Minister

Ms. Kathy Gross 978-774-4510, ext. 5 candk144@gis.net

Director of Music Ministry

Ms. Ji-Hye Jung
Asst. Director of Music Ministry

Ms. Linda Blair 978-774-4510, ext. 0 info@maplestreetchurch.org
Office Administrator

Our Worship Services are aired on Danvers Comcast Channel 99 and Verizon Channel 36,
Sunday 10:00 am and 7:00 pm (one week delay)

Our lighted steeple is an important symbol of our presence in the community. Your contributions in
memory of loved ones and friends or to commemorate a special event help keep the steeple lighted.
If you would like to have the steeple lighted for one or more weeks, please fill out the form below and
send it with $15 per week to the church office.

| would like the steeple lighted in memory of:

| would like the steeple lighted in honor of:

Requested date (if available) to light:

(signed) Telephone Number:
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No matter who you are or where you are on your faith journey,
you are welcome here!
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