Pastor Kevin’s Corner around t_he corner. And beyond that turn, is the
celebrating of the rising!

God Calls to Discipleship Come on up for the rising

You call us into your church Come on up, lay your hands in mine

to accept the cost and joy of discipleship, Come on up for the rising

to be your servants in the service of others, Come on up for the rising tonight

to proclaim the gospel to all the world --From The Rising by Bruce Springsteen

and resist the powers of evil,
to share in Christ’s baptism and eat at
his table,
to join him in his passion and victory.
--The Sixth Declaration,
UCC Statement of Faith

When you read this, Holy Week and Easter will
have come and gone. But, the Spirit of Palm
Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and
Easter need not be entombed, forgotten for an-
other year, faded away in memory. The reality
that life and discipleship bring
with them great cost and great
joy is an integral part of what it
means to be a person of the
Christian faith.

RS . i b | Roger L. Shinn, who was
3 i » a professor at Union Theologi-
cal Seminary in New York and

) ;-
Do @i ﬂ ﬂ@i@ member of the UCC, wrote to
e

Maple Street Congregational
Church, United Church of
Christ, has known this for a
long time. Our church family
has answered the call to disci-
pleship many times in its his-
tory and is still answering the
call today to be disciples of
Jesus in the world.

As I write this today, we
are in the midst of Holy Week.
The joy of Palm Sunday and expectation of all
kinds of resurrections and redemption have
been laid upon our table. But the darkness of
Palm Sunday and Good Friday are right

us in his wonderful book Con-
fession Our Faith: An Interpre-
tation of the Statement of Faith
of the United Church of Christ (United Church
Press, 1990) that the disciples “were a called-and-
(continued on next page)



sent group. They gathered around Jesus. In
shared experiences they came to know and
trust him. But they were not permitted to
remain basking in the warm glow of friend-
ship and the ecstasy of religious experi-
ence—they were called to a mis-

sion.” (Shinn, p. 86) In many ways, the
rituals we practice during our “high holy
days” are there to remind us who we are
and give us strength and energy for the
journey ahead. Having spent my first Holy
Week with you, I can testify to the energy
and spirit you have given me and the re-
newal of my ministry because [ am in your
midst.

We now begin to look forward to the
mission trips of your youth to New York
and the Re-Member group to the Lakota
Peoples. What amazing opportunities and
callings to life-changing mission. Beyond
the “official” mission trips, we are so
blessed on a daily basis to experience the
mission work that Jesus called us and sent
us to do—from the Welcome Table Din-
ners, to the food collections, to the Rev.
Gross scholarship, the Salem Lifebridge
Ministry meals, and on and on we are liv-
ing our mission in the world to really live
the Good News of Jesus Christ in our daily
lives. We have come on up for the rising.
With our hands together we are rising to
meet the challenges of the world under the
guidance of God.

Left the house this morning
Bells ringing filled the air
Wearin' the cross of my calling

On wheels of fire I come rollin' down here

--From The Rising by Bruce Springsteen

The Spire

Let the wheels of fire of our calling from
Jesus keep our energies high until and be-
yond the next Holy Week!

—Pastor Kevin

to Kay Anderson

who was recently honored at the State
House by the Massachusetts Department
of Developmental Services for her work at

the Hogan Regional Center

For over 14 years as a volunteer lay chap-
lain at the Hogan Regional Center in
Hathorne, Kay Anderson officiates over
weekly non-denominational chapel ser-
vices; coordinates a music and movement
participation series entitled “God in Mo-
tion”, and provides individual counseling
sessions and spiritual awareness programs
for those individuals who live at the Hogan

Regional Center.

Kay incorporates religious leaders and
groups from surrounding communities in
the life of the Center through guest speak-
ers and presentations on such topics as
surviving the Holocaust, Native American
spirituality, performing arts ministries, and
more. She provides memorial services tai-
lored to highlighting the unique qualities
and achievements of each person’s life. She
also notes and visits individuals and staff
experiencing significant life changes, provid-
ing a listening ear and words of encourage-
ment.
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Stewardship

The results of this year’s Stewardship campaign have been very encouraging.

We are truly blessed to have so many generous contributions from so many
members and friends of the church. Here are the results as of April 17, 201 1:

201011 Church Year 2011-12 Church Year
Final Count As of April 17, 2011

# of Pledges 119 119
Total Pledge Amount $153,499 $162,528
Median Weekly Pledge $18.46 $20.00
# of New Pledges* 25
# of Increased Pledges* 37
# of Decreased Pledges* 8

*counts are relative to equivalent weekly pledge from 2010-201 |

Deacons Bench

Kids Corner

We are continuing our search for some-
one to assist with child care Sunday
mornings during worship. Candidates do
not have to be Maple Streeters, but do
have to be at least |8 years of age. This
will involve approximately two hours
Sunday mornings assisting Jeanne Con-
don, our new professional child care pro-
vider. If you are in-
H terested or know of
someone who might
{ be interested, please
\ | contact Elsa Marshall
By - (978-774-4510) or
Alden Duffill at (978-774-7344).

The Spire

—Jeff Crum

Correction (of April Spire): all l&
credit should go to Sandra &
Sears for making the Called-

to-Care ministry possible!

Maple Street Church
Annual Meeting

Sunday, May 22,201 |
Following Worship

Followed by Brunch in the Social Hall

Don’t
(sign up for brunch during

FORGET!
£
% QIO) Fellowship Time May 8 and 15)
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From Elsa Marshall

| will be away at the Princeton Youth In-
stitute the week following Easter. The
Institute for Youth ministry’s program
emphasizes theological education for
people in ministry with youth.

Committed to integrating theory and
practice, The Institute for Youth Ministry
collaborates with seminaries, church
leaders, congregations, and communities
to promote the strategic importance
and practice of ministry with young
people from early adolescence through
college age. Although the work of the
Institute is international and ecumenical
in its scope, it maintains a particular in-
terest in youth ministry in mainline de-
nominations. Princeton Theological
Seminary carries
out the mission of
the Institute for
Youth Ministry by
initiating and inte-
grating research
related to the
church’s mission
with young people, offering doctoral
and master’s degree programs, and of-
fering an extensive program of leader-
ship development.

The theme this year is Faith: Forming
Disciples in a Complex World. The
church’s call to tend the soil of adoles-
cents’ faith is a joyful yet daunting task.
We all long for young people to develop
a durable faith that sustains and em-
powers them to seek first the kingdom
of God in a world where consumerism
reigns, change is rapid, the economy is
global and uncertain, and people of
other religions are our neighbors. We
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want young people to engage
such a world, fully knowing

that they are beloved children
of God and that life in Christ

is a worthy adventure.

The 201 | Princeton Forum on
Youth Ministry will explore
issues related to adolescent faith formation.
The forum courses will look at faithful ways
Christians can engage pop culture, religious
pluralism, and the interfaith youth move-
ment. The courses will be offered by re-
spected theologians, creative practitioners, as
well as learning through conversation with
each other as we will walk the week to-
gether in times of prayer, praise and procla-
mation.

There is work to be done to lead young
people into faith commitments that run
deep, and the church has a part in this king-
dom building work. While there | am ex-
cited about taking the following courses:

Societal Regressions Meets the Millen-
nial Generation. The course description
reads: Anxiety is high. The church and the
culture seem to be running on survival in-
stincts. In an uber-stressed, frenetic, fight-or-
flight environment, what can we expect to
encounter in our churches? In our youth?

In ourselves? This course is based on brain
research, Bowen Family Systems Theory, and
generational cohort theory.

A Ministry of Belonging. This course will
examine the shifts in youth culture over the
past 60 years, how youth ministry has re-
sponded, and how we need to respond to-
day. Based on the idea that most churches
are operating with assumptions and models
springing from youth culture of 30 years ago,
(continued on next pageY )
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we’ll explore and construct what youth
ministry might look like if it is created and
rooted in the primary developmental need
of today’s teenagers: belonging.

Faith in the Fourth Gospel. While the
noun “faith” does not occur in the Gospel
of John, the related verb “to have faith” or
“to believe” occurs over 100 times. In this
course we will learn, explore and discuss
the interesting and subtle ways that this
Gospel understands the act of believing in
Jesus.

Using the Arts in Youth Ministry. This
course will attend to the aesthetic dimen-
sion of Christian formation, especially in
the educational practices of congregations
with youth. We will discover and uncover
the role that art plays in learning and for-
mation through the lens of secular educa-
tional theorist Maxine Greene.

Youth Ministry in a Religiously Di-
verse World. What does Christian spiri-
tual formation look like when the young
people in our churches live next door to
Muslims, go to school with Hindus, play
soccer with non-religious students? What
does it look like to form a distinctly Chris-
tian identity amidst the reality of religious
diversity!? A case-study methodology will
be used to explore interfaith cooperation
based on shared common values and
strengthening religious identity.

Please hold me and this
time of growth and learn-

ing in your prayers.

Thank you,

Elsa

The Spire

oOLoiwkRrayREat 6 f o
Re-Member Mission Trip

The love of service and mission has
brought together an amazing group of

young people and adults who are traveling
to the Pine Ridge Reservation August 13 -
19. We ask that you keep us in your

prayers as we prepare our hearts and
minds for the many tasks and challenges

ahead.
" MEMBER

As part of our fundraising efforts we have
planned two events to help support our trip
financially and for you to enjoy the commu-
nity of our wonderful church family (and
eat) delicious FOOD!

On Sunday, May 22nd, we will be serving a
brunch after the Annual Meeting fi sign-up
begins this coming Sunday in the Fellow-

ship Hall.

On Saturday, June 18th, we invite you to
indulge in the wonderful flavors of a South-
western buffet and show your Scrabble and
Cribbage skills in an evening of family fun!
Please mark your calendars!

Karen Kiltyoés four
available after church during Fellowship.
For your donation to our Re  -Member trip
you can receive the following:

Feather $1 to $24
Turtle $25 to $49
Buffalo $50 to $74
Eagle $75 and up
All four for $125

We will be taking each of you in our hearts
to South Dakota. We know your love and
prayers will help make our experiences
with the Lakota people full of grace.

May, 201 |
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Great news!

This year the Youth Leadership
Team received a $3,000 grant
from Danvers -Cares to offer spe-
cial projects around teenage drink-
ing to the youth of Maple Street
Church!

An ongoing problem and concern
that we acknowledge is teenage al-
¥ cohol use and binge
| drinking are par-
@ ticularly prevalent
when students
graduate from high
school and move on to college. We
hope to provide through the use of
this grant, high school youth in
their sophomore years and up and
their parents vital information on
these topics and ways to discuss
these often difficult subjects. One
of our goals is to offer families with
youth in this age category an op-
portunity to educate themselves
now about this often dangerous
substance, and this sometimes le-
thal form of drinking as well as pro-
viding a platform to begin ongoing
discussions which will help equip
these high schoolers with informa-
tion, awareness and skills that will
lead to good decision making in the
years to come as

well.

To be announced

that evening will be

the recipients of the

Dr. Gross Scholarship and the An-
nual Youth Scholarship. These
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scholarships are awarded to

graduating seniors who are going

on to some form of higher educa-

tion. Also any youth, not just sen-

lors, who attend this program will

be el i gi blyeuthieadershiph e
honorarium 6 of $100 whi ch
given out that evening.

So all parents with sophomore

age youth and older please save

this date and attend this impor-

tant learning forum with your

young person! Due to everyo
very busy schedules, especially this

time of the year, we will be offering

this special evening on  Friday,

May 13 t at 7:00 PM in the Re-

ception Room of the church

PAGAGAARAG AR ASADAGABABARAGAEAR AT A

Senior Recognition Sunday

On Sunday, May 15, all gradu-
ating Seniors will be recog-
nized and offered a special
blessing as they graduate from
high school and move into the
next phase of their lives.

All high school Seniors are re-
guested to call the office (978-
774-4510) with the name of
their college or their plan for
the next year so that it can be
announced in worship on
Senior Sunday.
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More from Elsa . . .

As I write this article for the May Spire, we
are in the final phase of our Lenten journey,
Holy Week. Holy week and Easter raises
the question each of us might examine and
answer within our hearts, “Do we continue
alongside Jesus, or as the week ends and
the Easter baskets are emptied and put
away for another year, do we gradually fall
back and move to the periphery, melting
into the crowds of bystanders where we
will find anonymity and little to mark us
out as disciples? Or do we continue to
celebrate the festival season of Eastertide
through continuing prayer, worship and be-
ing a part of our church family?

It feels to me that with each
passing year Jesus walks an
increasingly lonely road
through our culture to the
events of Holy Week. The
palms are fewer, the passion
less. Those who dare to fol-
low him closely can no longer take for
granted that the bystanders understand what
we are doing or appreciate the significance
of this pathway to Easter and Eastertide, a
celebration of our faith of hope, new life,
transformation, resurrection, God’s endur-
ing love and compassion.

The growing strangeness and oddity of this
week somehow reflects our increasingly
unique distinction of being a Christian in
our society. There is no celebrity or glam-
our offered here. Staying close to Jesus

The Spire

offers no enhancement of our personal
prominence or economic or social status.
Being a disciple is about God and Jesus the
Christ. Jesus shunned self-serving interests
for the sake of being wholly God-centered
and passionately people-focused. He, as
messiah and beacon of hope, demonstrated
a revolutionary understanding of the con-
cept of power offering us a shining glimpse
of the full potential of humanity. The
power of such divine love is the energy
which brings God's Kingdom alive in and
through those his disciples.

The Christian faith may undeniably seem
strange to those who watch from today’s
sidelines, but God’s holy love is where our
belonging and true identity, our homecom-
ing 1s to be found. These truths we discover
in Jesus. And there is nothing odd or
strange about the profound authenticity
which comes from knowing one's life is
centered upon Christ, trusting God’s love
and presence is always with us on life's
journey. As we follow Jesus and serve oth-
ers these life-giving holy truths come alive
within us and empower us to live faithfully
filled lives in ways that makes sense and
gifts us with meaning. Praise be to God!

Shalom with love,
Elsa Marshall, CM
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MAPLE STREET CHURCH
MEMORY GARDEN

The Memory Garden Committee has
been working very hard in the Church
Garden to clean it up for Spring. The An-
drometer shrubs are blooming, the Mag-
nolia tree is blooming and the spring
bulbs are showing their cheerful faces.
We will need some money for our ongo-
ing care of the garden (soll, fertilizer,
compost, mulch etc.) as well as for our
summer annuals.

We have ordered 4 dozen beautiful be-
gonias for the middle of the garden. If
you would like to have a begonia planted
in memory of a loved one, you can send
$5 to Maple Street Church with Memory
Garden Begonia in the memo line with a
note as to who it is from and who it is in
memory of.

We will be publishing the list of donors
as well as their loved ones in an upcom-
ing Spire. The garden is a wonderful
place to sit and meditate, we hope you
will stop by and enjoy it.

Thank you for your support,
The Memory Garden Committee

The Spire

MSC Logo

The idea of a shirt with a church logo
came out of the all-church retreat last
fall. Atthat time, Jeff Crum offered
the services of his brother, a graphic
artist, in designing our logo. There
were six designs to choose from and
we had four different opportunities to
vote on them. Out of that, we have a
leading design, with a couple of sug-
gestions on refining that design.

On May 1 and May 8 the leading de-
sign and the refined version will be
available in the pews and in the So-
cial Hall. Please come and cast
your vote! Once we have counted
the ballots and have our logo, we will
have shirts, baseball caps, and other
items that you can order!

TRXFRTRTRTS

A AR

7°S.L.LD.A Not your run of the Millie

oD church dog says..........

Q%B Ruff, Ruff, howl, ~

A

A howl, bark, bark,

8%WOW! OM! Did -

w3 you see the beautiful Easter ban-

Aner? Itis amazing. It is a piece of

4 liturgical art my Mom says. Wis
liturgical y M ys. Wish |

=0 cou ave it in my crate. Ruff, Ru

- Id h y Ruff, Ruff

{%5 (thank you in Boston bull terrier) to {%5

ﬁthe artists Lynne Duffill and Judy

~~Manuel.
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Please Note

Maple Stre
|

ChUI’Ch % Beginning May 15, Faith Walkers will be of-

1S m fering One Room Schoolhouses the rest of

- MyStery Toyr % the month. Also, June 5 is the last Children’s -

With Tom Manudl = Chapel for this term as no Children’s Chapel .

a is offered during the summer months. .

Saturday, May 21, 9]am

] ] Maple Eves Womends
Find little nooks and crannies in

the chuicgo behind clgsed»¢ Mapl e Eves Womenos

~ il hald its may meeting, a
dodfisbrave hearts may e\)céb—rlgquner by Karen and

outside the Steeplel! Frank Kilty, on Wednesday, May
11, at 7:00 pm in the Social Hall.

Wear comfortable shoesLaHH CrotHess e s #8

(suggest jeans and snea|

There is no charge
The hostesses for the evening are

Norma Gates and Phyllis Boyd.

Devotions will be led by Donna

P Eovacious. There will be a

CRURCH ) Our prayers continue OSurprise Programé6 as

to be with families the Installation of New Officers.
who have suffered the

loss of a loved one in
recent months. If you are not on the Maple Eves

call list and would like to
attend, please call Marge

Welcome to the Church Family Dylan Hathaway at 978 -774 -5848
Porter Macsata born April 2, 2011 to Julie '

and Tony Macsata and big brother Charlie. All are welcome to join for an
evening of delicious food and

good fellowship.
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May 2011 Youth Ministry News

April: wow, what a busy month. £,
Between Holy Week and all that
leads up to it, the youth had a
busy month. ,
&
The Good News Group, consisting of the 4"
through 6" grades, had an egg hunt in the Sanctuary
(one got away from us and has yet to be found!)
and for their final meeting they made pizza. We had
made pretzels in April and they were so popular

that we just had to make them again.

Our Junior Group (7" through 9" grade) hosted
our guests from Northeast Arc with a game night.
A very popular event for all involved! There were
lots of prizes given out that night.

The Junior Group as well as the youth going on the
MP201 | trip to New York helped the Youth Lead-
ership Team with the Annual Scholarship Luncheon.
Our hats are off to them for all of the help they
provided. It was a success, as usual. Thank you to
all who participated.

The S.M.Y.L. & MP201 | youth, along with others,
made many sandwiches and traveled into Boston to
worship with the Common Cathedral community.

VIP** We, along with DanversCares, will be offer-
ing a very special program for our Sophomores,
Juniors and graduating Seniors and their Par-
ents on Friday, May 13 at 7 pm in the MSC Re-
ception Room. There will be a $100 “youth leader-
ship honorarium” scholarship given out that night to
a participating youth.

This was a trying year, one of change - trying to find
our niche in the very busy lives of our youth and
their families. Next year, in order to make every-
thing flow more consistently and with less confu-
sion, we will once again be meeting on every Sunday
from 4 — 6, including our movie night which we will
now call Sunday Cinema. So, that will mean that
every month we will have two movie nights for all
ages and two youth group meetings for grades 7
and up, one out of building and one in building. We
will, as we have been, focus on mission and service.
On those fifth Sundays of the month we will meet
with the Senior High group and do similar mission
and service work. The Good News Group, those
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fourth, fifth and sixth grades, will continue to
meet on two Tuesday afternoons each month.

We will take this summer to re-group and replen-
ish so we are ready to go again in the fall. We
already have some great activities planned and we
will proactively go after more mission opportuni-
ties.

Next year is full of hope and promise. We, the
Youth Leadership Team, would like to thank the
members of this church family for their support of
our programs. We wouldn’t be successful with-
out you. And, of course, we thank the committed
parents who ensure that their children get to the
meetings. Hopefully, next year will be a little eas-
ier for all involved.

Keep visiting us on our web page,
www.maplestreetchurch.org and go to Youth
Ministry and Youth Ministry again for the latest
information.

FYY Y YV VYV VIVIIVIVIIVIIIIIYY
Christmas Fair!

Mark your calendars for  November
12f or our Chri st mas
begun gathering ideas and thinking
about the kinds of
want to have. We 0 |
portunities to get together and work

on this as a church family.

If you have a Christmas ornament,
holiday decoration, or even something
for Thanksgiving that you think we
can make and would sell well at a fair,
let us know. Or, are you willing to or-
ganize a bake sale
Attic (yard sale items), or book sale?

Contact Karen Kilty
(k.kilty@verizon.net, 978
(home)) or Deb Sauer
(dsauer@deborahsauerconsulting
978-762063334 (home)) for more in-
formation or to share your ideas!

-777-7785

.com
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http://www.maplestreetchurch.org/

Maple Street Congregational Church
United Church of Christ
90 Maple Street, Danvers, MA 01923
www.maplestreetchurch.org

Rev. Kevin Smith 978-774-4510, ext. 3 revkev@maplestreetchurch.org

Minister or
revkevmsc@gmail.com

Mrs. Elsa M. Marshall 978-774-4510, ext. 4 Elsa@maplestreetchurch.org

Commissioned Minister

Ms. Kathy Gross 978-774-4510, ext. 5 candk144@gis.net

Director of Music Ministry

Ms. Ji-Hye Jung

Organist

Ms. Linda Blair 978-774-4510, ext. 0 info@maplestreetchurch.org

Office Administrator

Our Worship Services are aired on Danvers Comcast Channel 99 and Verizon Channel 36,
Sunday 10:00 am and 7:00 pm (one week delay)

Our lighted steeple is an important symbol of our presence in the community. Your contributions in
memory of loved ones and friends or to commemorate a special event help keep the steeple lighted.
If you would like to have the steeple lighted for one or more weeks, please fill out the form below and
send it with $15 per week to the church office.

I would like the steeple lighted in memory of:

| would like the steeple lighted in honor of:

Requested date (if available) to light:

(signed) Telephone Number:
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Maple Street Congregational Church Non-Profit
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No matter who you are or where you are on your faith journey,
you are welcome here!
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