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Pastor Kevinôs Corner 
                                                               
 Gospel Discussion Series to Begin  
 
Beginning on Sunday, October 23rd  
Joe Barnes, Sheila Rizzotti, and I invite 
you to a series of Bible discussions on 
the Synoptic Gospels--Mark, Matthew, 
and Luke.  Our first set of discussions 
will focus entirely on the Gospel of 
Mark.  The discussion series will run for 
six to eight weeks.  We will focus on 
various passages of the Gospel and in-
vite discussion about what those pas-
sages tell us about Jesus, the time and 
community in which he conducted his 
ministry, and also the time and commu-
nity who was the audience for the Gos-
pel.  We will also ex-
plore how the scrip-
ture informs our faith 
today.  We hope you 
will join us for this 
series that will be 
held every Sunday 
after the worship 
service beginning at 
11:30 AM; and the 
same discussion will also be offered 
every Wednesday at noon where we  

will bring our own brown bag lunches 
and meet for the discussion. 
 
As we begin our collective discussion 
on the life and ministry of Jesus 
through the Synoptic Gospels, I want 
to share with you some thoughts from 
our own Joe Barnes which I hope will 
plant some seeds for us to think about 
as we begin our series of discussions.  
I want to thank Joe for letting me  
include this in my monthly article! 
 
                                      --Pastor Kevin 
 
Despite all the rhetoric and all the 
controversy over the historical accu-
racy of the written record of the life of 

Jesus, his influence 
is unsurpassed. 
 
When we read the 
Gospels (both ca-
nonical and extra-
cannonical) we feel 
them communicating 
to us a spiritual 
awareness of what 
WE ought to be. This  

 
          (continued on next page) 

 

Holly Berry Fair  

Saturday, November 12  

9am to 3 pm  

 

Baked Bean Supper to Follow  

5 to 6:30 pm  
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          From MACUCC 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Andover and Essex Associations will be 
meeting at Christ Church United in Lowell 
on Sunday October 23, 2011, 2-5 PM.  Our 
keynote speaker will be Nick Carter, Presi-
dent of  Andover Newton Theological Semi-
nary.  We will also have presentations about 
the General Synod, Hispanic Ministries, and 
a possible New Church Start.  In keeping 
with recent practice we do not have any for-
mal business so there is no need to credential 
delegates.  Please see the following from 
Don Remick. 
  
A GLIMPSE INTO THE FUTURE: 
"The greatest danger in times of  turbulence 
is not the turbulence;  it is to act with yester-
dayõs logic."    ñ Peter Drucker 
 
The times, they are certainly a-
changing.  And the vitally alive, faith filled, 
vibrant church of  tomorrow will have a 
unique look and feel.  Andover Newton 
Theological School has been reflecting, 
studying and discerning the qualities that the 
church must have if  it will continue to bring 
the good news of  God's love and justice into 
the evolving culture around it.  And they 
have been looking at the qualities and skills 
that church leaders will need to guide, lead 
and journey with that church.  If  you are 
wondering whether you and your church are 
prepared for this future church, you will want 
to hear what Nick Carter has to share.  He'll 
talk about the changes coming and how  
                                         (continued on page  4) 

(continued from page 1) 
 

enigmatic life had such a profound ef-
fect on those it touched, that their mes-
sage about it has not ceased echoing 
throughout the world. 
 
But, the starting point was the resurrec-
tion. (or was it?)  Could Jesus be as 
alive as he was to the first Christians, 
and as alive as he is to you and me to-
day without the resurrection? 
 
It has been proposed that the contem-
porary followers of Jesus after his 
death were Jews. They met in syna-
gogues after the service, and while 
they ate together, they reflected on this 
man Jesus and what he said and did 
that was so different. And they re-
sponded to what they felt was His pri-
mary message, to go out and share 
with the poor and needy by doing that. 
 
The Gospels tell of Jesusô acts of com-
passion for the outcast and left behind 
people. This, according to these people 
who lived and responded in the lifetime 
of Jesus, was the message of Jesus. 
ñLove one another.ò 
 
         --Joe Barnes 
                                                               
Please join us as we discuss, learn, 
and share our thoughts together!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

     From Elsa Marshall  
 

 

 

 

 

 

This is a wonderful reflection written by 

Tony Robinson a UCC Pastor, theologian 

and consultant on church vitality.  This 

was a morning devotional from Stillspeak-

ing Devotional dailydevotional@ucc.  I 

commend this daily devotional to each of 

you. 

 

òShout Out to Sunday School Teachersó   

by Anthony B. Robinson 

 

      It occurs to me this being Saturday, 

and early in September, there may be a 

fair number of folks preparing their first 

Sunday School lesson of the year today 

(or tonight).  Thank you.  Thank you for 

teaching, for telling the story, for loving 

the kids, and for helping all of us in the 

church to fulfill our baptismal promises to 

our children and their parents. It matters.  

 The long 105th Psalm basically tells 

the story of Israel and thus the story of 

God, or part of it.  One of the main 

things we are up to in Sunday School is 

helping people learn and love the stories, 

the great stories of our faith.   

    Some opening lines from the novel 

Ceremony by Native American author,  

Leslie Marmon Silko, have stuck with me. 

"I will tell you something about stories . . . 

They aren't just entertainment.  

Donõt be fooled.  They are all 

we have, you see, all we have to 

fight off illness and death. You 

donõt have anything if you donõt 

have the stories."  Imagine  

that:  stories as health care! Stories to 

strengthen our immune system, set our 

broken bones and mend our torn hearts. 

As people of faith, we have lots of amazing 

and wonderful stories.  Together they make 

up one big story.  It's the story of a God 

who created this good world and all of us 

in love and won't ever give up on us.  It's 

the story of a God who has the first word 

and will have the last one, and that word is 

"Yes."  It's the story of a God who finds a 

way when we don't, and who will be the 

way through life's many dangers, toils and 

snares.  

    So Sunday School teachers 

(preachers and parents), tell the stories. 

Furnish the imaginations of your children 

and adults with the stories.  They aren't 

just entertainment.  You 

don't have anything if you 

don't have the stories.  And 

Sunday School teachers:  

thank you!ó 

 

 

    Maple Street Church is blessed to 

have such dedicated teachers who volun-

teer their gifts, time and talents faithfully 

week after week.  Teacher dedication is 

Sunday Oct 8th.  Be sure to be present to 

honor these òkeepers of the faithó and to 

commission them into ministry and, oh yes,  

be sure to say òThank you!ó  I am filled 

with gratitude to and for them! 

 I shout out òTHANK YOU!ó and 

offer this prayer in celebration:  In Christ 

are the treasures of wisdom and knowl-

edge, May Christõs words become 

life for us, May Christõs ways  

become truth for us, May Christõs 

purposes become our purposes.  

                                        

      ñShalom with love,   Elsa 
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           Youth  

       Ministry                              

   News
   
 
 
We ñKicked-Offò this New Year on Septem-
ber 25 with our annual luncheon.  A good 
time was had by all!  We did have a pre-

kick-off event on Friday the 23
rd

.  
15 youth and the leadership 
team went to Gordon College to 
climb the Rock Wall at La Veda.  
What a great time! 
 

We are totally revamping ñYouth 
Groupò this year.  Our mission 
statement and goals have not 
changed; accommodating the 
needs of our youth and their 
families are a priority for us.  We 

are so taxed for time that it is hard to fit 
everything we would like to do into what 
little time we have available to us. The old 
youth ministry time had to compete with 
homework, sports, other extra curricular ac-
tivities, and, most importantly ï family time. 
 

So, in that venue, we are continuing our 
theme of Mission and Service 
for the youth in grades 7 and 

up by offering G.L.E.E. (God 

Loves Everyone Equally) di-

rectly following church every 
week.  This new time slot 
gives us the flexibility of doing 
more service projects out of 
the building.  We have a great schedule 
lined up full of service as well as fun!  

G.L.E.E. will mentor the Good News Group 

in some of the activities that 
are combined age wise, such 
as the Rock Climbing; Corn 
Maze; and the occasional   
        (continued on next page) 
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Andover Newton is adapting its pro-
gram.  Our gathering will be framed in wor-
ship, beginning with worship built on experi-
ence of  this last summer's UCC National 
Synod.  We'll end with a vibrant worship from 
the hispanic tradition emerging in our  
region.  In between we will hear from Nick 
and engage in dialogue with him.  We'll also 
hear updates on work our Association and 
Conference are doing to engage us in deeper 
faith.  Our gathering will be held at Christ 
Church United in Lowell on  
October 23rd from 2 till 5pm.  Be sure to 
pass this along to your church's delegates and 
leaders. 

 

 

NOTICE  

The Church Office will be closed on  

Monday, October 10, for the  

Columbus Day holiday  

and on  

Friday, November 11, for  

Veteransõ Day 

 

Maple Street Church is sponsoring 

and putting on the Welcome Table 

Dinner on Thursday, October 13.   

Cooks are needed.  Help is also needed 

in the kitchen, setting up, serving the 

meal, and cleaning up.  This is a won-

derful opportunity to provide some ser-

vice to the community.  Please contact 

Paul Pepper at (978) 774-4611 or papa-

pepper@juno.com   



 
And save these dates for November : 
 

Tue the 1
st

 Good News Group   

   4:30 ï 6 Meet in rooms 23-25 
 

Sun the 6
th

 G.L.E.E. to Food Shop  

   11:30 ï 1 Meet in High School Room 
As a part of the 11.11.11 Initia-
tive, we will be shopping for 
the people to People Food 
Pantry.  Please bring $11 
each.  (Permission needed ). 
 

If you have any questions or concerns, 
please donôt hesitate to speak to Elsa Mar-
shall or a member of the Youth Ministry 
Team.  We want whatôs best for our youth of 
today.  Please provide us with your cell 
numbers, as well as your childôs (if you are 
comfortable with that and if you havenôt al-
ready done so), to facilitate communication 
through texting.  MSC has a Facebook page 
now, so if you type in Maple Street Church 
and ñLikeò us you will be made aware of 
things that are happening in Youth Ministry! 
 
The Leadership Team is looking forward to 
a fun, very productive year ahead!! 
 
                                               ðñThe Team!ò 

 

 
Twinkies and Root Beer  

 
A little boy wanted to meet God.  He knew it 

was a long trip to where God lived, so he 

packed his suitcase with Twinkies and a six-pack 

of Root Beer and he started his journey.   

 

When he had gone about three blocks, he met 

an elderly man.  The man was sitting in the park 

just feeding some pigeons.  The boy sat down 

next to him and opened his suitcase.  He was 

about to take a drink from his root beer when 

he noticed that the man looked hungry, so he 

offered him a Twinkie.   

                                        (continued on page 6) 
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(continued from previous page ) 
 

Sunday Cinema (replacing Friday Flicks).  
                                                            
This is what the year will look like for the Good 
News Group ï two Tuesdayôs per month the 
4

th
 ï 6

th
 graders will meet from 4:30 ï 6.  We 

will do a variety of activities, both in and out of 
the building.   
 
Watch The Spire and Facebook to see whatôs 
coming up!  In addition to Tuesdays, we will of-
fer some Sunday activities as mentioned above.  
Weôll keep you posted! 
 
 
October  offerings are: 
 

Sun the 2
nd  G.L.E.E. 

   11:30 ï 1 Reception Room 
 

Tue the 4
th

 Good News Group to Putnam   

        Pantry   
4:30 ï 6  Meet in Social Hall 
      (Permission needed ) 
 
 

Sat the 8
th

 G.L.E.E. to  Lifebridge in Salem   

   4 ï 8 Meet in parking lot   
                      (Sign up eventð                                     
  Permission needed ) 
 

Sun the 16
th

 G.L.E.E. & Good News Group 

   11:30 ï 1 Meet in High School Room 
 

Tue the 18
th

 Good News Group   

   4:30 ï 6 Meet in Rooms 23-25 
 

Sun the 23
rd

 G.L.E.E. & Good News Group 
 11:30 ï 1 Meet & pick up at Connors 
    Farm Corn Maze!!!!   
   
         
             More info to come . . . . 
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Musical Notes from 

Kathy Gross  

 

How exciting it is to 

be back in the sanctuary each Sunday and to feel the 

joy and energy of new possibilities! 

 

The choirs are all underway.  We are delighted to 

welcome new members at any time during the year.  

I know how busy life is, and I will be as flexible as I 

can to make it possible for you and/or your child to 

become involved in our music program.  If you have 

any questions, please let me know 

(candk144@gis.net).  You need not register before 
you come; just come sing with us!  The invitation is 

always open, and all are welcome!  The choirs are 

listed below. 

 

The New Kids On the Rock ð grades 

K through 2.   Weds, 4:30 to 5:30 

p.m. 

The Good News Singers ð grades 3 through 8.  Thurs, 

4:30 to 5:30 p.m. 

The Dreamcatchers ð grades 9 through 12,  

Thurs, 6:45 to 8 p.m. 

The Chancel Choir ð adults of all ages, including 

grades 9 and up, Thurs, 7:30 to 9 p.m. 

The Intergenerational Choir ð grade 3 to age 93, as 

scheduled through the year. 

 

The Chancel Choir, Ji Hye, and I are grateful for 

your consistent support and enthusiasm for the mu-

sic we share each Sunday.  It is our joy to offer our 

gifts to the music ministry of Maple Street Church.  

At this time, however, I ask that you refrain from 

applause.  Our offerings are given in the spirit of 

worship, and not as a performance.  Each service is 

knit together carefully by Kevin, Elsa, Ji Hye, and 

me, and each piece, whether sermon or Faith Walk-

ersõ moment, reading or prayer, anthem or post-

lude, is an important part of the whole.  That is not 

to say that occasionally, when there is something a 

little extraordinary or remarkable in worship, you 

should not applaud.  There are defi-
nitely moments when spontaneous 

applause is very appropriate.  It is 

the Sunday-to-Sunday applause for 

musical performance to which I re-

fer.  Your comments and thoughts 

following worship are always much appreciated.  

Thank you! 

(continued from previous page ) 

The man gratefully accepted it and smiled at the 

boy.  His smile was so pleasant that the boy 

wanted to see it again, so he offered him a root 

beer.   

 

Again, the man smiled at him.  The boy was de-

lighted!  They sat there all afternoon eating and 

smiling, but they never said a word. 

 

As it grew dark, the boy realized how tired he was 

and he got up to leave, but before he had gone 

more than a few steps, he turned around, ran back 

to the man, and gave him a hug.  The man gave him 

his biggest smile ever. 
 

When the boy opened the door to his own house 

a short time later, his mother was surprised by the 

look of joy on his face.  She asked him, òWhat did 

you do today that made you so happy?ó 

 

He replied, òI had lunch with God.ó  But before his 

mother could respond, he added, òYou know 

what?  Godõs got the most beautiful smile Iõve ever 

seen.ó 

 

Meanwhile, the elderly man, also radiant with joy, 

returned to his home.  His son was stunned by the 

look of peace on his face and he asked, òDad, what 

did you do today that made you so happy?ó 

 

He replied, òI ate Twinkies in the park with God.ó   

However, before his son responded, he added, 

òYou know, heõs much younger than I expected.ó 

 
Too often we underestimate the power of a touch, 

a smile, a kind word, a listening ear, an honest 

complement, or the smallest act of caring, all of 

which have the potential to turn a life around.  

People come into our lives for a reason, a season, 

or a lifetime.  Embrace all equally! 

 

*****  

Though the òTwinkies & Root Beeró piece is nor-

mally attributed òAuthor Unkown,ó it seems very 

similar to stories from the late Dr. Leo Buscaglia, 

professor at the University of Southern California, 

known to many as òA Cheerleader for Life.ó 

mailto:candk144@gis.net
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HOLLY BERRY FAIR  

   

  NOVEMBER 12, 2011  

 
9:00 a.m. ï 3:00 p.m. 
Co-Chairs: Deb Sauer and Karen Kilty    
 
Baked Bean Supper to follow  
5:00 to 6:30 p.m.    
Co-Chairs: Frank and Karen Kilty 
 
 
The following are the departments for the ñHolly 
Berry Fairò.  Please read thru and see where you 
can help.  Many people are needed to make this 
a successful event. Please note the categories 
that need donations and contact the chairper-
son. 
 
                           Departments  
 
Holiday Table  - Ornaments and 
Decorations for Christmas and 
Thanksgiving 
 

Jewelry Table  ï Co-Chairs Donna Eovacious 
and Grace Phinney. Old and New Jewelry. 
Please contact Grace or Donna if you have jew-
elry in good condition to donate. 
 

Nanaôs Attic ï Co-Chairs Marj Simpson and 
Lori Dupont. Please gather some 
small items in good condition for our 
November 12th Fair for ñNanaôs Attic.ò 
Suggested items: Bric-A-Brac, decora-
tions, collectables, dishes, small appli-
ances, kitchen items, CDôs, DVDôs, 

pictures, frames, new (unopened) toiletries, puz-
zles, toys, desk items, new stationery or cards, 
small tools. Everything needs to be clean and 
ready to price and no large pieces.  
 

Quilterôs Table ï Co-Chairs Lynne Duffill and 
Judy Manuel. Hand made items perfect for gift 
giving! 

Bake Sale  ï Co-Chairs Priscilla 
Curda and Adrianne Bradstreet. 
Baked goods, a few Gingerbread 
houses, home baked beans, Indian 
Pudding, etc. 

 
Café ï Co-Chairs Donna and Paul 
Pepper. Morning coffee and donuts 
and noon time lunch.  
 

Childrenôs Room ïCo-Chairs Peggy Coyne 
and Sally Shannon. Games for chil-
dren i.e. bean bag toss, fishing, etc. 
and prizes. Face Painting.    
 

Cake Walk : Chair: Pam Spearing. 
This is a variation of music chairs, but 
you get a cake when you win! Stand on a num-
ber.  Music plays and people walk around the 
circle and when the music stops, a number is 
drawn and whoever is on that number wins the 
cake of their choice.  We need many cakes do-
nated for this.  
 

Please note: Departments that need chairs  
 
Chinese Auction : Items and gift baskets for 
raffle. Place tickets in a bag next to 
the item you want to win. Tickets are 
drawn from each bag/box and the 
winner is notified. Perhaps various 
groups in church could make gift 
baskets.  
 

Kids Shop : A shop with small inexpensive gift 
like items for children to purchase for gifts for 
their family.  



              Outdoor Worship  

            and 

     Lobster Picnic  

   at Endicott Park  
   September 4, 2011  
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       More  

       Picnic . . 

. 
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