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. A r schools logk like? Can you imagine
Pastor Kevinos e Baifp oEyour children would be if
there were a chilling lack of health care and

nutritious food on the table in your home

It's About Relationship every day? Imagine having to trek out to the
outhouse during one of our winter blizzards,
A nineteen member work crew departed from something which also happens in Lakota
Danvers a short time ago to journey to the La- territory. Finally, imagine if much of your life
kota People's territory in Pine Ridge, South was dictated to by not only the federal and
Dakota. We joined together on the ocean of state governments, but you actually had a
prairie with the Re-Member Organization and agency headquartered in Washington, DC,
forty-some people from all over the United that was created specially to oversee your
States, Germany, and the Czech Republic. life. Indigenous people of this country must
We built bunk beds, skirted trailers, con- work through the Bureau of Indian Affairs to
structed wooden stairs and decks and get what was promised to them in treaties
slapped protective mud over straw bails to written long ago that were derived in a time
build an energy efficient home for a family be- of white people's fear and greed. These
longing to the indigenous people of "Turtle were treaties that not only confiscated the
Island" (Lakota name for North America). We tribe's native hunting grounds, but the impe-
came, we saw, we built, and we were trans- tus for the treaties was born out of racism
formed! and hunger for gold. To top it off, the trea-
ties were written in a foreign language and
There is grinding, debilitating poverty in the the tribal | eaderso6 signa

Pine Ridge home of the R derived under threat of

Lakota people. Eighty- - ///ﬂ’/’//[///j%“ military extermination,
nine percent of the people \gﬂ"{‘ g IL;{\\\\\\»\\\@ were only the touch of a
on the "Rez" are without Wt Rt pen because, of course,
paid jobf--thﬁt is 9 out of %]&&\\K\\) the (lzhir:efs could not ::cvrite
10 people who are not : English. Put yourself in
getting paid wages for a MEMBER their positiond suddenly,
daybés wor k. the people who immi-
the economy of the North grated to your homeland
Shore would look like if only 1 out of 10 of forced you under threat of extermination to
your neighbors got up in the morning and sign documents you coul dn
went off to work for a full day. What would (continued on next page)
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(continued from page 1)
most part, this is what the indigenous people
of this great land experienced.

The history has been written; the deeds have
been done. We cannot undo them. We,
alone, do not have the resources necessary to
solve the health and economic problems of
the Lakota Peoples, not to mention all the
other indigenous people of this country. Wal-
lowing in guilt over the actions of our ances-
tors will not feed or clothe or give shelter to a
hungry and sick Lakota baby. But, we can do
our part. We can continue to take one step at
a time in a long journey to help heal the
wounds of broken promises, and we can do it
together.

The MSC church people who travelled to Pine
Ridge want to thank everyone in our church
who, over the last year, supported our trip
through your generous contributions, pur-
chases of symbolic jewellery, and most of all,
your prayers. We held your love in our hearts
as we travelled and met head on the hard-
ships of service to the poorest people in this
country. We felt blessed and will never be the
same as we pounded nails, sawed boards,
and slapped mud on straw bails in a labor of
love. Our work is not done. Our work contin-
ues.

Over the next months we will be creating a
vision and putting plans in place to prepare for
future trips to Re-Member. Every member of
MSC can take part in this effort. By going on
the next trip, or helping with your financial
contributions, helping us create the vision and
plans, perhaps building one-on-one relation-
ships with an individual Lakota person, and
your prayers, we can continue to build positive
and healing relationships between the Lakota
Peoples and us. For ,
lowing the message of Jesus and the proph-
ets to love your neighbor as you love yourself
and to walk humbly with God. It's about creat-
ing and sustaining friendships that build up
rather than tear down. Thanks for your sup-
port! You are beloved and needed. Amen

i Pastor Kevin

The Spire

Notes from Church Growth

The Official end of the church summer is
almost here. For those of you who receive

the Spire before September 4, we hope

you signed up to attend thAll -Church

Worship and Lobster Picnic at Endi-

cott Park on Septembe
bring a chair and you
For those of you who did not sign up you

can still come, but will need to bring your

own sandwich. We will provide drinks.

Rally Sunday is September 11 ,and it is

a time of welcoming back our church fam-
ily after a relaxing summer. There have
been some new families attending our ser-

iV|cest |rr11the chap See*; them oub t and lglvef o
them a Warm we cbme

or those oPyou
who dondot have a name
| i st on the o0l edged o
cial Hall for you to sign up for one. Name
tags are wonderful prompters for people
who know your face, b

your name.
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From Elsa Marshall devotionals and prayer.

A friend and colleague shared recently with me
this story from a parent in her churcip, As one o

Rally Day is just around the cornerandwebe- my chi |l dren got ol der she
gin our Extravagant Welcome theme for the or church school as much as | would have liked. But
year. | am anxious | uckily wedre at a church
to see everyone Come uncomfortable about that. During her senior year in
and hear about JQ] i high school there was a teacher she talked about a
their summer. | Us lot and really seemed to connect with. He developed
know fall is a very cancer during the time she had him but continued

busy time, so | in- teaching through his illness. During the summer

vite you before the fall rush begins to prayerfully she sent him a letter. He wrote
consider how Sunday mornings will be spent as . ‘ " back thanking her for her

part of your lives. Christianity, like all faiths, is &\ thoughts and prayers. His letter
caught and it is taugh®™ rtatked @liout Whatrarlesairsy toC h r |
tians. Even those born into and reared in Chris- know he had made an impact on

tian homes and environments must study what her life. The way things had been

it means to be a Christian disciple and practice goi ng, |l was surprised to

the faith. Needless to say, | was taken aback thefeel as though going to Church School helped to de-
year my youngest son, as he headed off to col- velop her own spirituality, prayer and belief in God
lege, informed me that he no longer needed to  which | could not have impressed on her by myself.

go to church because he was comfortable with  Her | etter was framed and
his faith and understanding of God. | thought  wake. We never know who or what will make the
about his statement. and then | asked him how impact. So even though some days it was a struggle
often he expected to practice football overthe t o g o, | &m gl ad we made C
next four years as he was on a collegiate- full a regular part of our | iwv
ride scholarship for his football talents. He re-

plied that he was expected, according to his line

coach, to practice not just during the seasonbut Par ent s often ask me, 0Sh
all year four to six hours a day. | only said attend Church School or leave the decision to
OREALLY?S6 He smiled;t hemydt Imyugpwalnlty ask wha

growing up and how that
influenced them. Factoring#”‘"’f\/

None of us can grow in faith if we do not de- that into the equation, | ask
vote time to fostering that oWhat do you c hi
ﬁ growth. This coming year | deci de?6 Ch ed t
41% challenge myself and each of  feel some control and to \
=_\\ 4, you to spend a minimum of grow into making good deci-

\& Zj\ one hour a week in personal sions with practice. But as parents, we need to

\L/y spiritual development and an-  decidewhatshould be in their control: the
/@Q other hour a week in commu-  clothes they wear? the time they go to bed?

nal worship and Faith Walkers. whether or not to go to school? do they not take
That one hour a week spent in worship and calculus because it is hard? should they wear
Faith Walkers is an hour that is solely focused braces because their teeth need them? So where
on God, our relationship with God, and on our  on this continuum does Church School fall? | gen-

church that exists to carry out God's work. erally suggest as they decide that they reflect on
Personal spiritual development might be bible  this question, as it was one | found helpful
study groups, reading Scripture or (continued on next page)
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raising my children,
sion make when they are
that they played soccer or dyed their hair? Will it
matter that they have a relationship with God and
values that sustain them?

As parents it ultimately is always your decision. |
pray you and your children and youth will decide to
join us on Sunday mornings for worship and Faith
Walkers. Please be sure to read in this Sdife
Reasons to Bring Your Child to Faith Walkeys
better yet, drop by my office, say hi, catch me up on
your news and then | will probably give you ten
more!

See you on Rally Day!

Shalom with love, Elsa

Good News! P\

We have just learned that

the art and photography

of our former Associate

Minister, Joe Neville, and

his daughter, Lisa, will be fea-

tured in an exhibit at The Griffin
Museum Aberjona Gallery in

Wi nchester, MA .
graphs and Joeds
hung and open to the public from
September 8 to November 27.
There will be a Senior Sunday on
October 9 and an opening recep-
tion on October 11. If you are in-
terested in learning more, please
e-mail Kathy and
Chuck Gross at
TR candkl44@gis.net.
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Help Still Needed!

Can You Usher This Fall?

If we have a few more ushers, then eaclp
person would have to usher only once
every eight weeks. The term would begin
in September. Think about it and call
Norma Gates if you can help. (9784
0274)

Can You Drive?

There are several in our church family
who want to attend Sunday services but
are unable to drive to church. We need
volunteers to drive them. If you could
help, please call Norma Gates, 9784
0274 or emailnorma.gates@verizon.net

t his
mat
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10 Reasons -
to Bring Your Child
to Faith Walkers

While sleeping | ate can be nice, have you con
tendance for your child. Here are 10 reasons to make it a priority in your family.

1. Age Targeted Teaching : Where else can your kids get Biblical instruction that's
focused toward their developmental abilities?

2. Friends: During Faith Walkers, your child will build positive friendships with their
peers while learning about God together.

3. It's Fun : Faith Walkers is not Disney Land, but our teaching staff do work hard to
teach the Bible in ways that are relevant and fun for kids.

4. Spiritual Mentors : A dedicated teacher can be a Christian role model who sup-
ports you and helps inspire the faith of your child.

5. Systematic Bible Learning: Our curriculum is designed to give a broad founda-
tion, so children will learn about Jesus and Scripture leading them toward Christian
discipleship.

6. Faith Formation : Our CE Committee consistently plans programs to help your
childés faith and spirituality grow. Coming
for that to happen.

7. Big Reward For a Small Investment . If your child attends Faith Walkers, they
will be offered over 800 hours of Christian teaching before your child graduates.

8. Send the Right Message : Making Faith Walkers a priority shows your children
that God, the church and being a Christian really does matter.

9. Sunday Worship : While the children enjoy Faith Walkers, you can worship and
grow in your own faith and spirituality.

10. You'll Be On Time : Families who come to worship always get to Faith Walkers
on time. It's the easiest way to avoid being late.
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MEMBER

These and others may be viewed a
https://picasaweb.google.com/109487943701314831380/
ReMemberTrip 2011?authuser=0&feat=directlink
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Update on Work Visa
Application

The work visa application for our
wonderful Assistant Director of Music
Ministry, Ji Hye Jung, is in process with
the Immigration offices. Immigration has
requested, through our lawyer, that we
provide some additional information.
Once that is gathered and submitted, we
expect a decision will be forthcoming,
likely within the next few weeks.

Thank you to all who have con-
tributed toward the expense of the
work visa application and filing costs
(about $5,500). We are happy to report
that, to date, we have received a little
over half that amount. We hope in the
coming weeks to close that gap signifi-
cantly. If you wish to make a contribu-

tion, please make your check payable to grommen - Our prayers continue
Maple Street Congregational Church, \Mouse/ 1o be with families

and write VISA APP. in the memo line. who have suffered the
loss of a loved one in

. recent months.
We ask again for your prayers and

support during this process, that
Ji Hye might continue among us, in the [ We rejoice in the birth of Noemia Marquis
beauty and spirit of her music ministry Azevedo, daughter of Ed and Kathryn Marquis

and as a beloved member of our church Azevedo, on April 20, 2011. Noemia is the first
family grandchild of Wayne and Nancy Marquis.
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