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Lent is the church season that begins on Ash Wednesday ¢ -D H=
and ends on Easter Day covering 40 days including Holy ¢ 2 A -

Week and excluding Sundays which are “little Easters”

honoring that Easter Day is considered the most importal

day of the Christian year. The liturgical color of Lent is

purple and Easter like Christmas is white. The practice c. % %
Lent began in the Christian church during the third and %

fourth centuries. The number forty carries biblical & & % %
significance reflective of Israel’'s forty years in the &

wilderness and Jesus’ forty days of temptation in the

desert. There is some believe that the origins of the word 17

“Lent” comes from the Latitentarewhich means to bend  ~ % E -
Lent is traditionally a timéo bend and house cleaur % E )
internal and external selves and livéée take stock both ./ ) IF GH<(
of ourselves and our society. It is a time to assess how tc 13 (( K L +
implement the values of peace, community and equality o % '
all before God. We take the time for reflection and often
choose a special spiritual practice during this season. Ler L0 6
invites us to make our hearts ready for remembering Jest

passion and celebrating Christ’s resurrection. C
This year our focus will be on prayer. There will be \
several workshops on prayer as a spiritual discipline and
Christian practice. Please be sure to join us for one of
them. The schedule is listed below.

There will resources about Lent, ways to practice Lent, . _
practice prayer individually and as a family available for # #8# #9, &-0/(’) & +, 8&:%
you to use and take home on the family worship tables ’

located in the Narthex and at the side entrance to the )

Sanctuary. Please be sure to take them.

We have traditionally used our annual Shrove Tuesday
Pancake Dinner as a marking of the end of Epiphany and
the beginning of Lent. The tradition of pancake suppers,
an old English custom, arose from the need to use up all ,
the eggs and fat in the house before the period of fasting
began. Ash Wednesday is the first day of Lent and we at
Maple Street Church will be hosting the Ecumenical Ash
Wednesday worship service on the evening of Wednesda
Feb. 17. Please be sure to join us for both the fun, frolic
and fellowship of our Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner ar
worship as we enter into this somber, reflective season of
Lent.

May the hope, peace, joy and love of Advent be found in

our Lenten journey. | look forward to travelling it with 09 )
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I8&: % ** ;8K,$ CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

4 During the Advent
season, CE con-
structed a mitten tree
and 60 pairs of mit-
tens were added to
the mitten tree—these
were all then donated.
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#A 1 H<( $ $ . CE has been putting
together a classroom survey for the parents of our

#A 2 MH<( $ $ T church school youth, and in February it will be
made available to the parents. The surveys will
be distributed in a variety of ways—one method

/ will be the teachers handing them out to the par-

ents. The CE committee is also looking to create
an on-line survey and possibly get the survey into
next month’s Spire. Please fill them out and get
back to CE.

CE has been trying to line up teachers for the 1st
grade and the high school youth. If anyone is in-
terested, please contact Elsa Marshall to see if the
positions are still available.
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Our lighted steeple is an important symbol of our presence in the community.

Your contributions in memory of loved ones and friends or to commemorate a special event help
keep the steeple lighted. If you would like to have the steeple lighted for one or more weeks,
please fill out the form below and send it with $15 per week to the church office.

I would like the steeple lighted in memory of:

I would like the steeple lighted in honor of:

(signed)
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