Maple Street Congregational Church, UCC
We share God’s love, hope, and healing and serve our neighbors.

THE ORDER OF WORSHIP
for March 14, 2021
Fourth Sunday in Lent — “Different Pictures”
This fourth Sunday of Lent we welcome organist and friend, Robert Humphreville,
to Maple Street to share in a special musical offering of organ/piano duets with Ji Hye Jung.
Gather
People gather around Jesus as his reputation becomes known from town to town. As we gather
virtually, we too are yearning for his presence, for peace and for help
Prelude
Hymn Introit

Ave Maria
Praise to the Lord

Franz Schubert
LOBE DEN HERREN, arr. Ellen Jane Lorenz

Welcome

Rev. Pam Cochrane

Invitation
Leader: We continue our Lenten “season of restoration” as we focus on health as
essential to our spiritual lives.
Theme refrain is sung once through, freely:
Vessels, holy and whole
Broken, needing the One
Open, body and soul
Healer, come.
Leader: Prolonged times of difficulty can impede our ability to stay creative. The picture of our lives is
dulled and hope for a brighter future can fade. We need a touch of inspiration to awaken us from our
sleep, as we hear in one of this week’s healing stories. We also awaken to our agency to seek out the
Divine Healer, reaching out to touch the power we know can restore our intellect and imagination. We
emerge ready to re-engage with the world, seeking and seeing solutions, creating different pictures of
life renewed just as a mosaic artist creates beauty from broken pieces of glass
Musical Refrain:
Vessels, holy and whole
Broken, needing the One
Open, body and soul,
Healer come.
Opening Prayer of Confession
Leader: Let us acknowledge our need to restore, repair, renew our Holy Vessels, which include
the communities of which we are a part.
Let us pray.
God of all possibilities,
Made in your image, you have tasked us as co-creators of a better world. You bestowed imagination and
the ability to learn and progress.

But we are tired. Our energy wanes and enthusiasm wanes.
The call for ideas, solutions, work-arounds and adaptations has been non-stop for us all-whether
We are need to find ways to keep children engaged and well, or figuring out how to maingtain a
Passion for our work win the midst of trying times,
Our lives and the lives of our neighbors.
Not only our livelihoods, but our liveliness is at stake.
Too often we want to give up, declare it all too hard and simply isolate,
Waiting out the time for better days.
It all feels overwhelming and so we look away,
Sometimes even from the need in our own community.
(silence)
Musical Refrain:
Vessels, holy and whole
Broken, needing the One
Open, body and soul
Healer, come
Assurance of God’s Presence
Again, this week, imagine a warmth begin to arise within the core of your body. It
may help to keep your eyes closed. This warm orb of light is deep within you, a flame always
there and ready when you need it. This warm glow begins to emerge from the recesses of your
inner being to fill and flood your whole body until your skin is glowing with it, radiating
outward. This warmth that wraps you as a blanket of assurance is one you want to share. You
want all to feel this presence, to kindle this hope.
Know this: This love and security is meant for all people. No. Matter. What.
We are capable of sharing our light and not running out of “enough.”
Christ’s hospitality that broke through false boundaries points the way.
For you, for me, for all.
Take a deep breath in to let this truth fill you…
and breathe out with the relief of assurance.
Peace of Christ
I invite you to imagine the warmth that surrounds you extending to those who may be next to
you in close proximity. Imagine it extending beyond your walls to
the neighborhood…the wider community… the church… and seeing it spread like the rising sun, let it
expand to all the world.
Let this be our peace. Amen.
Believe
People were fortified by Jesus’ words and deeds that revealed care for all-especially those marginalized.
We strengthen our beliefs in the possibility for renewed health and vigor for all.
Time for Children
Special Music

Rev. Pam Cochrane
My Heart Ever Faithful

J.S. Bach

Scripture— Matthew 9:18-26
Message

“Seeking the Threadbare Hem”

Musical Refrain:
Vessels, holy and whole

Rev. Douglas Vooys

Broken, needing the One
Open, body and soul
Healer, come
Prayers of the People

Rev. Pam Cochrane

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.
Time of Offering and Dedication
Closing Hymn

Amazing Grace

Tune: AMAZING GRACE, Words: John Newton

1. Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, that saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost, but now am found, was blind but now I see.
2. 'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, and grace my fears relieved;
How precious did that grace appear the hour I first believed!
3. Through many dangers, toils, and snares, I have already come;
'Tis grace has brought me safe thus far, and grace will lead me home.
4. My God has promised good to me, whose word my hope secures;
God will my shield and portion be as long as life endures.
5. When we've been there ten thousand years, bright shining as the sun,
We've no less days to sing God's praise than when we'd first begun.
Benediction
Postlude

Finlandia

The altar flowers this Sunday are in loving memory of
Ethel & Harold Wheeler and Hattie & Thomas Curda
Given by Priscilla & Leo Curda

Jean Sibelius

Announcements & Events
Sunday, March 14 at 10am: Fourth Sunday of Lent with special guest musician Robert Humphreville
Tuesday, March 16 at 7pm: World Service Mtg on Zoom
Sunday, March 21 at 10am: Fifth Sunday of Lent
Tuesday, March 23 at 7pm: Trustees Mtg on Zoom
Thursday, March 25 at 7pm: Small Group Movie Discussion on Zoom
Sunday, March 28 at 10am: Palm Sunday Worship & Parade of Cars after the Service
Sunday, April 4 at 10am: Easter Sunday Worship
Sunday, April 11 at 10am: Sunday Worship & Congregational By-Laws Meeting
Email the Church Office for the Zoom meeting links: info@maplestreetchurch.org
Every Tuesday at 6pm: Prayer & Table
Every Wednesday at 12noon: Chat with the Pastors via Zoom
Every Thursday at 12noon: Virtual Bible Study

Thursday, March 25th, at 7:00pm
Small Group Ministry Film discussion

I Am Not Your Negro, involving a manuscript and voice of James Baldwin. I Am Not Your Negro is a documentary based on
writer/activist James Baldwin's 1979 book proposal to write about three of his close friends: assassinated civil rights
leaders Medgar Evers, Malcolm X, and Martin Luther King, Jr. Narrated by Samuel L. Jackson, the documentary includes
contemporary examples of racial tensions in the United States as well as archival footage of lynchings, murdered civil
rights leaders, the KKK, police officers hurting nonviolent protestors, and white supremacists chanting or protesting in
favor of segregation. Themes include perseverance and empathy, and Baldwin's views, despite being decades old, are still
relevant and guaranteed to spark conversation. Please take time to view this powerful movie and prepare for our
discussion as we gather on the March 25th. This movie can be found on Netflix and on YouTube.

World Service Committee
Palm Sunday & Sharing with the Community
Sunday, March 28th
Parade of Cars and Palm Sunday Procession
After the service, hop in your car and bring:
Money/Checks for the Danvers Food Pantry

(Remember no food, they are under construction and are only collecting money.) Checks should be made out to Maple Street
Church with Danvers Food Pantry in the memo. You can also mail your donation to the church by March 28.

Cereal for Bootstraps

Please bring adult & children’s name brand cereals (not store brands)
The parking lot will be set up
so you can drive in, drop off
your donations from your
car, and continue back onto
Charter Street. To receive

palms and join in the Palm
Sunday procession, limited
parking may be available in
the parking lot or you can
park in the lot across the
street or in front of the
church on Maple Street.

