THE ORDER OF WORSHIP
for January 3, 2021
Epiphany Sunday and Service of Communion

Prelude

We Three Kings
Tune: KINGS OF ORIENT, John H. Hopkins, Jr.

Words of Gathering and Welcome

Ji Hye Jung
Pastor Pam Cochrane

Call to Worship
One: Arise people, shine like the sun.
People: God’s glory shines on us like the brightness of the sun
One: The light of God’s presence is with us.
People: Where is the child, born to be the light of the world?
One: You have seen his star!
People: We have come to worship him.
Opening Hymn

Jesus, the Light of the World
Tune: ELDERKIN
(verses 1 & 2)
1. Hark! The herald angels sing, Jesus, the light of the world;
Glory to the Christ-child bring, Jesus, the light of the world.
CHORUS: We will follow the light, beautiful light,
Come where the dewdrops of mercy are bright,
Shine all around us by day and by night,
Jesus, the light of the world.
2. Joyful, all you saints arise, Jesus, the light of the world.
Join the triumph of the skies, Jesus, the light of the world. CHORUS
3. Christ, by highest heaven adored, Jesus, the light of the world,
Christ, the everlasting word, Jesus, the light of the world. CHORUS
4. Hail, the bearer of God’s peace, Jesus, the light of the world.
Hail, the Sun of righteousness, Jesus, the light of the world. CHORUS

Invocation of God’s Presence
Creator of Light, shine through us. We have come to worship our God who is not on high, in some
cloud, but who has chosen to come in Jesus to live among us. May we encounter God in our
worship and may our eyes be opened to seeing our God in these coming days: in the places we live,
the lives we live, and the people we meet. Amen.
In the name of Christ, who is the Way, and who taught us to prayer, saying…
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against
us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, for ever and ever, Amen.

Special Music

I Wonder as I Wander
Kathy Gross, flute
Ji Hye Jung, piano

John Jacob Niles

Pastoral Prayer

Pastor Douglas Vooys

Offering our Gifts to God
Doxology
Believe, with a hopeful heart!
Believe, and shine your light!
Believe, because the song we sing is sung for all!
Give thanks with a grateful heart, give thanks to the Holy One,
give thanks because he’s given Jesus Christ his son.
And now let the weak say, “I am strong;”
let the poor say, “I am rich because of what our God has done for us.” Believe!
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication
O God, accept these offerings which show our concern for justice in your world,
and our dreams and visions for this new year and your future.
Help us to work to make shalom a reality for all people.
Guide us as we walk into the future together,
trusting in your way and supporting each other. Amen.
Scripture Lesson—Matthew 2:1-12
Message
Communion Hymn

Lew Hathaway
“Another Route”

Let Us Break Bread Together

Pastor Pam Cochrane
Tune: LET US BREAK BREAD

Let us break bread together on our knees;
Let us break bread together on our knees.
When I fall on my knees, with my face to the rising sun,
O Lord, have mercy on me.
Let us drink wine together on our knees;
Let us drink wine together on our knees.
When I fall on my knees, with my face to the rising sun,
O Lord, have mercy on me.
Let us praise God together on our knees;
Let us praise God together on our knees.
When I fall on my knees, with my face to the rising sun,
O Lord, have mercy on me.
The Sacrament of Holy Communion/Sharing of the Lord’s Meal
Words of Institution
Consecration of the Meal
Invitation to the Table
Prayer of Thanksgiving
Let us pray, Gracious God, we thank you for the gift of Jesus, and for being with us here and
always. We celebrate this Communion meal with all your followers around the world. May we be
strengthened to carry your love and light with us in all we do and say. Amen.

Closing Hymn

Jesus, the Light of the World
(verses 3 & 4)

Tune: ELDERKIN

Benediction
Postlude

Ji Hye Jung

The altar flowers this Sunday are in loving memory of
Paul & Doris Drouin, John & Doris Osgood
Given by Judy Drouin
The steeple is lit this week in loving memory of
Lorne Hersey
Given by Jean Hersey & Family

Announcements & Events
Calendar of Events
Sunday, Jan 3 at 10am: Epiphany Sunday & Service of Communion;
5pm-6pm Epiphany Star Word gathering in the church back parking lot
Tuesday, Jan 5 at 7pm: Church Council Meeting on Zoom
Thursday, Jan 7 at 7pm: Stewardship Meeting on Zoom
Sunday, Jan 10 at 10am: First Sunday after Epiphany Worship
Tuesday, Jan 12 at 7pm: Deacons Meeting on Zoom
Wednesday, Jan 13 at 6:30pm: CE Meeting on Zoom
Sunday, Jan 17 at 10am: Second Sunday after Epiphany & MLK Service
Sunday, Jan 24 at 10am: Third Sunday after Epiphany Worship
Sunday, Jan 31 at 10am: Fourth Sunday after Epiphany Worship
Email the Church Office for the Zoom meeting links: info@maplestreetchurch.org

This Sunday, January 3rd between 5-6pm
You are invited to come to church's back parking lot to pick-up a star word as we celebrate the star light of
Epiphany. Look for the shining lights! If you’d like to receive your star word by mail, email the office
at info@maplestreetchurch.org and we will post a star to you directly.

All-Church Survey
The Designated Term Pastor Subcommittee has been tasked with assessing how the new structure of pastoral
leadership is working for the members of our Congregation. As a reminder, in 2019, we entered into
Designated Term Pastor agreements to fill the roles of our church leadership. This involved hiring Pastor
Douglas as Pastoral Care Minister, and making Pastor Pam the Lead/Family Minister. The Designated term
ends on May 30th 2021. Our committee will be gathering information during the month of January and making
a recommendation for the roles of permanent leadership to be voted on at a late February Congregational
meeting. As part of our research we are asking the Congregation to fill out a survey. The survey is quick and
easy and we are hoping to hear from everyone. Please watch your inbox for the survey which will be
available only from January 2-11. (Note: those without email will be called.) After results are collected, we
will be hosting follow-up Zoom meetings for further discussion. Meeting dates and times to be announced
soon. Thank you from the DTP subcommittee: Peggy Coyne, Sarah Prescott, Peggy Kuzma, Marj Simpson &
Pam Spearing

Sunday Flowers
Giving flowers in celebration or in memory of a loved one is a wonderful way to commemorate them and
beautify the sanctuary. We have an open date in the flower schedule for Sunday, February 28th. Anyone
interested can call Peggy Kuzma (978-998-5007) or Bev Hayward (978-774-5154).

